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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I ’m go ing  to  ask  the  2 

Ru les  members  to  take  the i r  sea ts .   P lease r i se  3 

fo r  the  P ledge o f  A l leg iance ,  led  by  Leg is l a to r  4 

R ichard  N ico le l l o .  5 

 (Whereupon ,  the  P ledge  o f  A l l eg iance  was  6 

rec i ted . )  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' l l  s ta r t  w i th  the  8 

cont rac ts  tha t  a re  on .  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have to  do  a  ro l l  10 

ca l l .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yes .   We w i l l ,  t hen 12 

we ' l l  recess ,  and do  the  res t  o f  t he  bus ine ss  13 

a f te r  a l l  the  o the r  commi t tees  have me t .  14 

 I 'm subs t i tu t ing  i n  Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves  15 

fo r  Denn is  Dunne ,  and Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo  fo r  16 

Leg is la to r  Wa lke r .   17 

 Would  you take  the  ro l l ,  p lease?  18 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  19 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .  20 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  21 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Here .  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Rank ing  Member  Leg is la to r  23 

Abrahams?  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Here .  25 
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 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves ,  2 

subs t i tu t i ng  fo r  Leg is la to r  Dunne?  3 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Presen t .  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo ,  5 

subs t i tu t i ng  fo r  Leg is la to r  W a lker?  6 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Here .  7 

 CLERK MULLER:    V i ce  Cha i rman  Kope l?  8 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    Cha i rman  Schmi t t?  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Here .  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum.  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  13 

 A -17 ,  au thor iz ing  Purchas ing  to  execute  a  14 

cont rac t  be tween  the  county  and va r ious  cou n ty  15 

agenc ies  and  G&K Serv i ces  Company.  16 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 17 

  LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  18 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  20 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is l a to r  N ico le l lo .  21 

 Any  deba te  - -  anybody to  spea k  on  th is?   22 

Te l l  us  abou t  i t .  23 

 MR.  F IDEL:    Chr is topher  F ide l .   I 'm  w i th  24 

the  Depar tmen t  o f  Pub l ic  Works .  25 
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 Th is  i s  jus t  a  b lanket  purchase orde r  fo r  2 

un i fo rm ren ta l  and  c lean ing .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Un i fo rm ren ta l  and  4 

what?  5 

 MR.  F IDEL:    C lean ing .   Launder ing .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    What  w i l l  we  be  7 

ren t ing?  8 

 MR.  F IDEL:    Pan ts .   Sh i r t s .   Jackets .   9 

Smocks  fo r  some depar tments .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Th is  i s  a  renewa l?  11 

 MR.  F IDEL:    I t ' s  a  rep lacemen t  o f  an  12 

ex is t i ng  b lanke t  o rder .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Anybody have  any  14 

ques t ions?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  19 

 (Aye . )  20 

 Next  i tems  a re  A -18,  A -19,  and  A-20,  21 

wh ich  are  a l l  con t rac ts  dea l i ng  w i th  the  22 

Depar tment  o f  Pub l ic  Works  and  Enecon Nor th eas t ,  23 

Depar tment  o f  Pub l ic  Works  and  PCS Pump & 24 

Process ,  Depar tmen t  o f  Pub l i c  Works  Can-USA,  25 
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Inco rpora ted .  2 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 3 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  6 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  7 

 Who is  the re?   Go ahead,  s i r .  8 

 MR.  F IDEL:    Chr is topher  F ide l ,  9 

Depar tment  o f  Pub l ic  Works .  10 

 The i t em w i th  Enecon  Nor theas t ,  tha t ' s  11 

fo r  me ta l  repa i r  serv i ces ,  to  be  used fo r  t a nks ,  12 

d r ive  shaf ts ,  a l l  k i nds  o f  d i f fe ren t  meta l .   PCS 13 

Pump &  Process ,  tha t ' s  f o r  t he  purchase o f  a  pump 14 

and rep lacement  pa r t s  fo r  s ludge  pumps  down  a t ,  I  15 

th ink  i t  was  Bay  Park  - -  Cedar  Creek ,  I 'm so r ry .   16 

And Can-USA,  tha t ' s  a  b lanke t  o rde r  fo r  con f ined  17 

space rescue  se rv i ces ,  f o r  any  t ime ou r  guy s  have 18 

to  go  down  in  a  conf ined  space ,  we  can  ca l l  them 19 

in  and  keep them on s tandby.  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Th is ,  th i s  con f ined 21 

space opera t i on ,  i s  the  pu rpose o f  t h i s  con t rac t  22 

to  t ra in  our  pe rsonne l  o r  i s  t he  purpose  - -  23 

 MR.  F IDEL:    Ac tua l l y ,  we have  guys  tha t  24 

a re  t ra ined and  we  do use them norma l l y .   T h is  i s  25 
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jus t  i f  ou r  guys  a re  busy  w i th  someth ing  e l se  and 2 

they ' re  no t  ava i lab le  to  per fo rm con f ined s pace 3 

rescue ,  then  we  ca l l  i n  a  con t rac tor .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  our  guys  are  no t  5 

ava i lab le?  6 

 MR.  F IDEL:    You  know i f  we have  a  l o t  7 

go ing  on  and  they ' re  i nvo l ved  in  o ther  j obs ,  t hen 8 

we ' l l  use  the  cont rac tor .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Who dec ides  tha t?  10 

 MR.  F IDEL:    I t  shou ld  be  the  superv isors  11 

down  a t  the  p lan ts .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Anybody  have 13 

any  ques t ions? 14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  18 

 (Aye . )  19 

 Any  opposed?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 I t ems ca r ry  unan imous ly .  22 

 Next  we have  B-5  and  B-24.   B -5  is  a  23 

cont rac t  be tween  the  Depar tmen t  o f  Pub l i c  W orks  24 

and Car lo  L i zza  and Sons  Pav ing .   B-24  i s  a  25 
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cont rac t  w i th  Pub l ic  Works  and  AARCO 2 

Env i ronmen ta l  Se rv ices .  3 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 4 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  5 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  7 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  8 

 Go  ahead ,  s i r .  9 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Kenneth  Arno ld ,  Pub l ic  10 

Works .  11 

 The Car los  L i zza  con t rac t  i s  a  repav ing  12 

cont rac t ,  Phase  22 .   I t ' s  go ing  to  cover  Bay v i l l e  13 

Avenue  in  Bayv i l le ,  Lud l im  Avenue in  Bayv i l l e ,  14 

Wover  Ho l l ow  Road in  Upper  B rookv i l l e ,  Whea t ley  15 

Road  in  Brookv i l le ,  G len  Avenue,  Locus t  P la ce ,  16 

and Prospect  Avenue in  Sea  C l i f f ,  and She l t e r  17 

Rock  Road in  Nor th  H i l l s .    18 

 And then  the  o ther  con t rac t ,  AARCO,  is  19 

ou r  haza rdous  waste  requ i remen ts  con t rac t .   Th is  20 

cont rac t  ass i s t s  the  depar tmen t  in  the  remo va l  o f  21 

haza rdous was tes  tha t  a re  found on  job  s i tes  o r  22 

j us t  on  any  coun ty  p roper t y .  23 

 Thank you.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  ques t ions?  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  3 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   4 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  5 

 (Aye . )  6 

 Any  opposed?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 The i t ems ca r ry  unan imous ly .  9 

 E -98  i s  a  cont rac t  be tween  th e  County  o f  10 

Nassau  and  Rockv i l le  R isk  Management  Assoc i a tes .  11 

 Can I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 12 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  13 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  15 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  16 

 Who is  here  to  speak  on  th is?  17 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    L isa  LoCur to ,  County  18 

A t to rney 's  O f f i ce ,  Deputy  Coun ty  A t to rney .  19 

 Th is  con t rac t  i s  w i th  a  company tha t  has  20 

exper t s  who can  prov ide  us  an d  p rov ide  us  w i th  21 

es t ima tes  fo r  damages to  spec i f i c  types  o f  county  22 

p roper t i es .   They  are ,  i n  essence,  i nsuranc e  23 

ad jus ters ,  wh ich  we do  no t  a lways  have  the  24 

exper t i se  in  the  county  to  make an  assessme n t  in  25 
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o rde r  to  e i t her  pay  ou t  on  c la ims or  to  reco ve r  2 

f rom c la ims.   So  tha t  i s  t he  purpose  o f  th i s  3 

cont rac t .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  ques t ions?  5 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Jus t  a  qu i ck  ques t ion .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  W ink .  7 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    L isa ,  I  was  wonder ing  8 

i f  you  cou ld  te l l  me  on a  typ i ca l  year  how m any 9 

cases  l i ke  th is  do  we have  tha t  we  wou ld  u t i l i ze  10 

these se rv ices?   I s  th is  a  max imum 45,000 o r  i s  11 

th is  a  re ta iner  fo r  45 ,000?  12 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I t ' s  a  re la t i ve ly  new 13 

p rog ram fo r  us .  I  wou ld  th ink  i t ' s  a  max imu m.   14 

Hope fu l l y ,  i f  we  can  recover  more  mon ies ,  we  may  15 

be  g iv ing  more  cases .   Th i s  i s  j us t ,  I  be l i eve ,  a  16 

max imum l im i t  f o r  now.  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Okay .   Do  we have  any  18 

i dea  o f  the  case  vo lume tha t  we no rmal ly  de a l  19 

w i th?  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Norma l l y ,  t he re  a re ,  I  21 

wou ld  say ,  a  coup le  o f  hundred  cases  a  year  tha t  22 

un fo r tunate l y  we  can ' t  recove r  on  because w e  23 

don ' t  have  the  exper t i se  to  pu t  in  wha t  the  24 

damage  has  been  to  county  p roper ty .   So  th i s  w i l l  25 
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enab le  us  to  make be t te r  recover ies  and qu i cke r  2 

recove r ies .  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Okay .   Thank you.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  pub l i c  comment?  5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  7 

 (Aye . )  8 

 Any  opposed?  9 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   10 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  11 

 E -125 is  a  con t rac t ,  a  person a l  se rv ices  12 

ag reemen t  be tween the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau  and 13 

Ded ica ted  Incorpora ted .  14 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 15 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  16 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  18 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  19 

 Yes .   Go  ahead.  20 

 MR.  MISTRON:    Chr is topher  M is t ron ,  21 

Nassau  County  T ra f f i c  Sa fe ty ,  S top  DWI  22 

Coord ina to r .  23 

 Th is  par t i cu la r  cont rac t  i s  w i th  24 

Ded ica ted .   Marge Lee prov ides  serv i ces  fo r  25 
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v i c t im  p rograms  fo r  DWI  cases ,  as  we l l  as  t h is  2 

pa r t i cu la r  cont rac t  w i l l  a l l ow  the  deve lopm ent  o f  3 

a  Span ish-speak ing  p rogram fo r  DWI .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  ques t ions?  5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  9 

 (Aye . )  10 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  11 

 E -126 and E-127  is  d is t r i c t  a t to rney  and  12 

Fami ly  and  Ch i l d ren ' s  Assoc ia t ion  and d i s t r i c t  13 

a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  and ACISS Sys tems,  14 

Inco rpora ted .  15 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 16 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  17 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  19 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is l a to r  N ico le l lo .  20 

 MR.  MCMANUS:    Good a f te rnoon .   Bob 21 

McManus,  D is t r i c t  A t to rney 's  O f f i ce .  22 

 The ag reemen t  be fo re  you  w i th  the  Fami ly  23 

and Ch i l d ren ' s  Assoc ia t i on  i s  to  u t i l i ze  fe dera l  24 

and s ta te  g ran t  fund ing  fo r  a  re -en t ry  25 
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coord ina to r  t o  serve  i nd iv idu a ls  recen t l y  2 

re leased  f rom inca rcera t ion  and to  p rov ide  3 

i n te rnsh ips  fo r  the  d i s t r i c t  a t to rney ' s  Hem pstead 4 

Commun i t y  Improvemen t  Pro jec t .  5 

 The second  ag reement  i s  fo r  - -  w i th  ASIS  6 

sys tems is  to  p rov ide  an  i n te r face  fo r  our  7 

ex is t i ng  case  management  sys tem wh ich  is  fa i r l y  8 

ou tda ted .   The serv i ces  prov ided  by  ASIS  en ab les  9 

us  to  l i nk  tha t  sys tem w i th  ex is t i ng  case 10 

management  sys tems  in  o the r  coun ty  agenc ies .   11 

We ' re  in  the  process  o f  inves t iga t ing  the  12 

poss ib i l i t y  o f  a  new case management  sys tem .   Bu t  13 

un t i l  we ' re  ab le  to  do  tha t ,  we need  these 14 

se rv ices  to  con t inue  to  use  the  ex is t i ng  sy s tem.  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  ques t ions?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  20 

 (Aye . )  21 

 Any  opposed?  22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  24 

 MR.  MCMANUS:    Thank  you .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  2 

 E -128 is  a  con t rac t  be tween t he  po l i ce  3 

depar tment  and C&R Automot ive  Inco rpora ted ,  d /b /a  4 

AAAA-1  Autobody  and Towing .   5 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 6 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  moved .  7 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  9 

N ico le l l o ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves .  10 

 Any  ques t ions  on  th i s  i t em? 11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    Good a f te rnoon.  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    How are  y ou?  14 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    Sergean t  Greg  15 

S tephano f f .    16 

 Quadrup le  A-1  Towing  has  won,  f rom a  17 

sea led  b id ,  has  won seven zones,  and  they ' l l  be  18 

impound ing  ou r  cars  when  the  po l i ce  depar tm ent  19 

deems i t  necessa ry  to  impound  a  ca r .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  ques t ions?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  25 
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 (Aye . )  2 

 Any  opposed?  3 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   4 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  5 

 We have E-131,  E -132 ,  and E-1 33.   They ' re  6 

a l l  con t rac ts  be tween the  coun ty  a t to rney  a nd 7 

Berkman,  Henoch ,  Peterson,  Peddy  &  Fenche l .   Each 8 

one o f  t hese  i t ems  i s  a  cont rac t  w i th  tha t  f i rm.  9 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 10 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  13 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  14 

 Ms .  LoCur to ,  wou ld  you  te l l  us  wha t  each  15 

one o f  t hese  cases  i s?  16 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   Cer ta in l y .   E-1 31 is  a  17 

cont rac t  i n  the  ma t te r  o f  Ma t thew Pr ince .   Tha t  18 

i s  a  v io la t i on  o f  c i v i l  r i gh ts  l awsu i t  c la i m ing  19 

wrongfu l  d ism issa l .   I t  i s  a  compl ica ted  ca se.  20 

 E -132 is  w i th  rega rd  to  Denn i s  Powers ,  21 

wh ich  is  a  l awsu i t  f i l ed  by  an  i nmate  in  th e  j a i l  22 

fo r  wrongfu l  loss  o f  l i f e .   I t  was  a  su i c id e  23 

w i th in  the  j a i l .   There  are  s eve ra l  named pa r t ies  24 

i n  tha t  ac t i on ,  naming  a  myr iad  o f  o f f i cers  in  25 
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the  ja i l  and  in  the  Med ica l  Center .  2 

 Cont rac t  E -133  i s  Peter Solomon v. The 3 

County ,  and tha t  i s  the  case  where  the  coun ty  4 

a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  success fu l l y  had  the  case  o f  5 

Mr .  So lomon d ism issed.   He  i s  now appea l ing  tha t  6 

dec i s ion .   That  was a  unan imous ve rd ic t  fo r  the  7 

coun ty  and  there  i s  no  payou t .   Bu t  the  p la in t i f f  8 

i s  s t i l l  pursu ing  h i s  appea l .   And  we are  9 

cont inu ing  w i th  tha t  l aw  f i rm  because they  were  10 

i ns t rumenta l  in  work ing  w i th  the  county  11 

a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  in  the  under ly ing  lawsu i t  wh ich  12 

was u l t ima te l y  d ismissed .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    In  each o f  t hese  14 

cases  th is  f i rm  has  exper t i se  tha t ' s  re levan t  to  15 

tha t  par t i cu la r  case?  16 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .   They  have  the  17 

exper t i se  in  these  t ypes  o f  l i t i ga t i ons  in  18 

fede ra l  cour t  t ha t  requ i re  subs tan t i a l  and 19 

leng thy  d i scove ry  and exper ience  in  the  20 

cour t room.  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  ques t ions?   Ho ld  22 

on  a  second now.   We 've  go t  a  lo t  o f  ques t i o ns  23 

he re .   I f ,  a t  any  po in t ,  dur ing  th is  ques t i on ing  24 

you fee l  i t ' s  necessary  to  go  in to  execu t iv e  25 
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sess ion ,  you ' l l  jus t  t e l l  me  p lease and we ' l l  2 

take  care  o f  tha t .  3 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Thank  you .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  5 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Jus t  t o  be  c lear .   6 

On  E-133 ,  was  Berkman 's  f i rm  the  f i rm tha t  t r i ed  7 

the  case?  8 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .   They  were  w i th  a  9 

depu ty  county  a t to rney .   They  t r ied  the  cas e .  10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  you ' re  jus t  11 

keep ing  them on  to  do  the  app ea l  s ince  they  t r ied  12 

the  case?  13 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .   14 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Success fu l l y .  15 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  16 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Thank  you.  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Abrahams.  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    How a re  you ,  Ms .  19 

Locu r to?  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Very  good ,  thank  you.  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Good.   The cases  22 

tha t  impac t  t he  co r rec t i ona l  cen te r  - -  23 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Have those changes 25 
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been  rec t i f i ed?   A re  chang ing  be ing  rec t i f i ed?  2 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I ’m  not  qu i te  sure  what  3 

you mean  by  tha t  ques t ion .   I  th ink  - -  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  don ' t  know i f  we 5 

need  to  go  i n to  execut ive  sess ion .  6 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    We may need  to  go  i n to  7 

execut ive  sess ion  because I  don ' t  want  to  s peak 8 

too  much  re la t i ve  to  the  mer i t s  o f  t he  case .  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    O f  cou rse .  10 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Obv ious ly ,  we  be l ieve  the  11 

coun ty  d id  no t  do  any th ing  wrong ,  and we  we re  12 

p roper  i n  how the  inmates  were  taken  care  o f  i n  13 

the  ja i l .   Un fo r tuna te ly ,  th i s  i nmate  commi t tee  14 

su ic ide .   Bu t  I  don ' t  th ink  I  shou ld  d iscus s  any  15 

fu r the r .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We can  ta lk  about  17 

the  mer i ts  i n  execut ive  sess ion ,  i f  need  be .  18 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cer ta in ly .  19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I n  each  o f  these 20 

cases  - -  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Do  you  w ish  to  go  22 

i n to  execu t i ve  sess ion?  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    No.   My  nex t  l i ne  24 

o f  ques t ion ing ,  I 'm no t  go ing  to  go  near  th a t  25 
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s tu f f  un t i l  we go  in to  execu t i ve  sess ion .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Do  you  th ink  we need  3 

to  go  in to  execu t i ve  sess ion?  4 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I f  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  ta l k  5 

abou t  the  subs tance o f  t he  me r i t s  o f  t he  cas e - -  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    No,  no .   I 'm no t  7 

go ing  to  - -  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You te l l  me i f  you  9 

ge t  uncomfor tab le .  10 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Okay .  11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Go  ahead ,  Leg is la to r  13 

Abrahams.  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you .  15 

 My  nex t  l i ne  o f  ques t i on ing  i s  rea l l y  16 

t i ed  i n to  t imef rames ,  so  I  can  ge t  a  be t te r  17 

unders tand ing .  18 

 When  i t  comes  to  these  con t rac ts ,  they  19 

were  i n i t i a ted  by  the  coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce .  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    And  then were  22 

passed  on to  Berkman ,  Henoch  and  Peterson a t  wha t  23 

po in t?   Can you  g i ve  me a  t ime f rame o f  each  one?   24 

How much  work  was done  w i th  each  con t rac t  o r  w i th  25 
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each  case?  2 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Wel l  - -  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Before  i t  was  4 

passed  on.  5 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    As  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo  6 

had d i scussed ,  the  So lomon  case was a l ready  a  7 

case  tha t  was  t r ied  and the  coun ty  was  succ ess fu l  8 

and the  case  was  d ismissed .   So the  coun ty  d id  9 

no t  pay  ou t  on  tha t  case .   Due  to  the  count y 's  10 

success ,  t he  pe t i t ione r  f i led  an  appea l .   S o  i t  11 

was - -  once the  appea l  was  f i l ed ,  we  de term ined 12 

tha t  be tween  the  resources  o f  in -house  and 13 

keep ing  on  Berkman  Henoch,  s ince  they  were  14 

success fu l  i n  he lp ing  us  t ry  the  case and b e  15 

success fu l ,  t ha t  t hey  wou ld  s tay  on  w i th  us  16 

th rough the  appea l  p rocess .   So tha t  t akes  care  17 

o f  t he  one .  18 

 The Powers  case  is  a  no t ice  o f  c la im  was  19 

f i led .   We a re  - -  we  made an  assessmen t  bas ed on  20 

a  no t i ce  o f  c la ims  - -  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    You  say  we;  the  22 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce?  23 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The  county  a t to rney 's  24 

o f f i ce .   We looked  a t  the  resources  we  have  in -25 
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house.   We look  a t  t he  complex i t y  o f  t he  cas e;  2 

what  a re  the  demands  tha t  the  case  wou ld  pu t  on  3 

the  o f f i ce?   Do  we  have the  exper t i se  in  th i s  4 

pa r t i cu la r  t ype  o f  l i t iga t ion  to  success fu l  5 

de fend  the  case?   In  te rms  o f  t ime l i ne ,  we then,  6 

a f te r  the  no t ice  o f  c la im,  the re 's  an  assess ment  7 

o f  t he  mer i t s  o f  t he  case and  what  resource s  we 8 

have ,  and then we made  the  de termina t ion  to  9 

re ta in  counse l .  10 

 S imi la r l y ,  w i th  the  o the r  case ,  we  a lso  11 

had the  no t i ce  o f  c la im came in  and we  asse ssed 12 

the  comp lex i t y  and  the  resources  tha t  we  ha d ,  and 13 

i t  was  de term ined i t  was  bes t  to  par tner  w i th  14 

ou ts ide  counse l  because o f  t he  l ength  o f  th e  15 

d i scovery ,  t he  t ype o f  d iscove ry ,  and the  a mount  16 

o f  exper t i se  necessa ry  to  be  success fu l  in  the  17 

l awsu i t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  I 'm  19 

unders tand ing  you co r rec t l y ,  Ms.  LoCur to ,  ba sed 20 

on  the  complex i t y  and the  in t r i cac ies  o f  th e  case 21 

- -  because  I  was  under  the  im press ion  tha t  t he  22 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce ,  even  though I  kno w you  23 

do  have lower  s ta f f  numbers ,  I  was  a lways  u nder  24 

the  impress ion  tha t  you had bu reaus tha t  we re  25 
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ab le  to  hand le  th i s  k ind  o f  work .   Am I  und er  2 

fa lse  impress ion?  3 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   I  th ink  you are  under  a  4 

fa lse  impress ion  to  the  ex ten t  t ha t  there  a re  5 

cases  tha t  come in to  the  coun ty  a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  6 

tha t  need to  band grea te r  resources  than  we  7 

cu r ren t l y  have  because  we hav e  had ,  as  a l l  c ounty  8 

agenc ies  and  depar tmen ts  have  had,  reduc t io n  i n  9 

s ta f f .   Un fo r tunate l y ,  t he  l awsu i t s  a re  s t i l l  10 

coming  in  da i l y .   In  fac t ,  t hey ' re  g rowing 11 

s tead i ly  a l l  the  t ime.   So  as  you have  redu ced  12 

s ta f f  and an  inc rease in  the  number  o f  l aws u i t s ,  13 

i t  r equ i res  you  to  be  ve ry  cogn izant  and  aw are  o f  14 

what  resources  you  have and how bes t  t o  u t i l i ze  15 

the  resources  to  max im ize  the  de fense fo r  t he  16 

coun ty  and  make  su re  tha t  we  a re  success fu l  in  17 

de fend ing  i t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    But  why  these  19 

cases?   I 'm sure  the re 's  cases  tha t  the  cou n ty  20 

a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  takes  on  themse lves .  21 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I t  depends.   Pa r t i cu la r ly  22 

i n  the  j a i l  case ,  there  are  over  30  de fenda n ts  23 

named in  the  lawsu i t ,  inc lud ing  the  coun ty  as  a  24 

who le ,  t he  coun ty  depar tment ,  hea l th  depar tm en t  25 
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and the  Med ica l  Center  - -  I 'm  so r ry  - -  t he  2 

Med ica l  Cente r  as  we l l  as  the  co r rec t i ona l  3 

fac i l i t y .   So  due to  the  number  o f  w i tnesse s ,  the  4 

t ypes  o f  w i tnesses  tha t  wou ld  have  to  be  am assed ,  5 

the  number  o f  de fendan ts  i n  the  case ,  i t ' s  go ing  6 

to  requ i re  ex tens i ve  d iscove ry  and  l i t iga t i on  7 

tha t  we fee l  wou ld  tax  our  cu r ren t  resource s .  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    And  wha t  were  the  9 

- -  i f  you  can,  speak ing  to  ea ch i t em,  you ha d 10 

ment ioned tha t  obv ious ly  these  cases  have b een  11 

ve ry  ex tens i ve .   Wha t  were  the  hours  tha t  we re  12 

b i l l ab le  i n  each  o f  the  cases?  13 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The  work  hasn ' t  begun .   As  14 

th is  l eg is la tu re  has  to ld  us ,  they  do  no t  w ant  15 

work  done - -  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Tha t ' s  g rea t .   17 

That 's  exce l l en t .   So ,  based  o f f  - -  18 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    p r i o r  t o  us  re ta in ing  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    t hese  con t rac t  20 

numbers ,  when  do  you  an t ic ipa te  - -  how many  hours  21 

wou ld  you an t ic ipa te  fo r  a  case l i ke  th i s ,  based  22 

o f f  these numbers  in  the  con t rac ts?  23 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    We pu t  in  an  i n i t ia t i ng  24 

fee .   You ' l l  see  we pu t  an  i n i t i a l  f ee  fo r  t he  25 
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cont rac t  as  a  max imum leve l .   We  be l ieve  th a t  2 

tha t  w i l l  ca r ry  us  th rough  the  cur ren t  - -  we ' re  3 

i n  June - -  f rom now t i l l  t he  end  o f  the  yea r .  4 

Hope fu l l y  i t  w i l l  cove r  those  expenses  f rom  now 5 

un t i l  the  end  o f  June.   I  can ' t  p red ic t  bec ause 6 

un fo r tunate l y  the  na tu re  o f  l i t i ga t i on ,  i t  cou ld  7 

be  acce lera ted ,  i t  cou ld  be  dece le ra ted  ove r  8 

t ime .   I t  w i l l  depend a l l  on  our  adversa ry .  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  guess  wha t  I 'm 10 

d r iv ing  a t  - -  and I  know ther e  a re  o ther  11 

l eg i s la to rs  who  want  to  ask  ques t ions .   Bas ed o f f  12 

o f  - -  I  mean ,  your  assessmen t  and obv ious ly  the  13 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s ,  when you came up w i th  nu mbers  14 

- -  I 'm  read ing  o f f  t he  con t ra c ts  - -  fo r  200 ,000,  15 

120,  and  75 ,000 ,  the re  had  to  have  been a  c e r ta in  16 

t ime f rame in  you r  head  in  te rms o f  how many  hours  17 

tha t  wou ld  t rans la te  i n to .   T here  has  to  be  a  18 

ce r ta in  amoun t  o f  hours  tha t  t hey ' re  go ing  to  - -  19 

we  unders tand  i t  cou ld  go  longer ,  I ' l l  g ive  you 20 

tha t .   I t  cou ld  go  sho r te r .   Bu t  when you g ave  an  21 

amount  o f  $200,000 ,  tha t  has  to  p roduce a  c e r ta in  22 

amount  o f  hou rs  in  work .   Tha t 's  wha t  I 'm d r iv ing  23 

a t .   When you  look  a t  each  o f  these i t ems,  wha t  24 

was the  amoun t  o f  work  i n  te rms o f  hou rs  th a t  you 25 
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were  expec t ing  f rom each  par t i cu la r  i t em? 2 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I 'm  no t  sure  I  can  g i ve  3 

you a  de f i n i t i ve  answer  tha t  wou ld  be  4 

sa t i s fac to ry .   I  t h ink  we looked  a t  the  num ber  o f  5 

hours  depend ing  on  i f  depos i t i ons  are  go ing  to  be  6 

schedu led  immed ia te l y .   That  wou ld  be  maybe  two,  7 

th ree  hours  o f  p repara t i on  pe r  l i t igan t .   T here  8 

cou ld  be  30  l i t i gan ts .   I t  cou ld  to ta l  200 hours ,  9 

300 hours .   I t  w i l l  depend  so le l y  as  the  ca se 10 

un fo lds .  11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  unders tand tha t .   12 

What  I 'm  d r i v ing  a t  i s  how d id  you  ge t  t o  13 

$200 ,000?  I f  you  had to  back t rack  to  the  14 

$200 ,000  number  fo r  I t em 131 ,  how d id  you g e t  to  15 

tha t  number?  16 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I t  was  a  d i scuss ion  w i th  17 

the  ou ts ide  counse l  based on  the i r  exper ien ce as  18 

to  how many hours  they  fee l  t hey  w i l l  need to  ge t  19 

up  to  speed to  read ing  the  case,  i n te rv iewi ng  - -   20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Tha t  was the  key  21 

ph rase  you  jus t  sa id ,  how many  hours  they  w ou ld  22 

need .   Wha t  was  tha t  number?  23 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I 'm  sor ry?  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    You  sa id  in  you r  25 
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ph ras ing  when  I  asked you how d id  they  ge t  t o  2 

th is  $200,000 ,  you  sa id  th is  was  a  d iscuss i on  3 

w i th  ou ts ide  counse l  i n  te rms  o f  how many h ours  4 

they  wou ld  need .   What  was  tha t  number?   How  many 5 

hours  wou ld  they  need?  6 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  d idn ' t  spec i f y  an  hour .  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    They  d idn ' t  8 

spec i f y  i t  t o  you?  9 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    They  spec i f ied  tha t  i t  may 10 

take  - -  i t  cou ld  take  up  to  50  hours ,  i t  cou ld  11 

take  20  hours ,  bu t  i t ' s  based  on  the i r  12 

exper ience ,  wha t  they  be l i eve  depend ing  on  the  13 

t ypes  o f  cases  and  the  t ypes  o f  w i tnesses  o r  14 

de fendan ts  tha t  they  wou ld  have to  d iscuss  and  - -  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  wan t  to  make 16 

su re  I 'm  not  mis in te rp re t i ng  wha t  you jus t  sa id ,  17 

Ms .  LoCur to .   A re  you say ing  tha t  they  gave  you a  18 

number  and  we ' re  go ing  w i th  tha t  number  tod ay?  19 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    No.   I ’m no t  say ing  tha t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Who  came up  w i th  21 

the  $200 ,000  number?  22 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I t  was  a  d i scuss ion  23 

be tween us  and counse l .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Counse l  mean ing? 25 
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Berkman Henoch and  Peterson? 2 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Poten t ia l  counse l .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    And  tha t  number  4 

was based o f f  o f?  5 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The  po ten t ia l  number  o f  6 

hours  in  o the r  cases  tha t  they  have worked on .  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Which  we can ' t  8 

i den t i f y  t oday ,  the  ac tua l  amoun t  o f  hou rs .  9 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I t  cou ld  be  - -  I  can  g i ve  10 

you a  range o f  hou rs  tha t  they  d iscussed .   I t  11 

cou ld  be  as  h igh  as  50  hours .   I t  cou ld  be  as  12 

much  as  100 hours .  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I 'm  no t  t ry ing  to  14 

g i ve  you  a  ha rd  t ime ,  Ms .  Locu r to .   Where  I  come 15 

f rom,  i f  you  make $20 an  hour ,  you  work  40  hours  16 

a  week ,  you make  $40 ,000  a  yea r .   I f  you  ha ve 17 

$200 ,000 ,  the re  has  to  be  a  ce r ta in  amount  o f  18 

hours  you ' re  go ing  to  work  to  ge t  to  $200,0 00.   19 

And I  jus t  can ' t  be l ieve  we d on ' t  have  those  20 

numbers  today .  21 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  don ' t  f ee l  comfor tab le  22 

d i scuss ing  the  number  o f  hou rs  w i th  you in  th i s  23 

way.   I 'm more  than happy to  go  th rough the  - -  i f  24 

you - -  i s  tha t  wha t  you ' re  l ook ing  fo r?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I 'm  jus t  t r y ing  to  2 

f i nd  wha t  we ' re  ge t t ing  fo r  $200 ,000 .   That ' s  a l l  3 

I 'm t r y ing  to  f i nd  ou t ,  i s  wha t  a re  we  go in g  to  4 

ge t  a t  t he  end o f  the  day?    5 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  t h ink  wha t  we ' re  go ing  6 

to  ge t  a t  the  end o f  t he  day  i s ,  as  I  sa id  7 

be fo re ,  you look  a t  the  number  o f  depos i t io ns ,  8 

the  number  o f  t ypes  o f  w i tnesses  tha t  you ' r e  9 

go ing  to  have  to  i n te rv iew ,  you ' re  go ing  to  have  10 

make  an appearance  in  cour t ,  you ' re  go ing  t o  have 11 

to  e i t he r  make app l i ca t i ons  o r  mot ions  fo r  12 

j udgments  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    So the y ' re  go ing  14 

to  do  a l l  o f  tha t?  15 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   We l l ,  over  the  cou rse  o f  16 

the  l i t i ga t i on  as  i t  un fo lds ,  yes ,  t hey  w i l l  have 17 

to  do  tha t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    W i thou t  ask ing  fo r  19 

more  money?  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Wel l ,  t ha t ' s  what  we ' re  21 

hop ing  to  avo id .   We a re  t ry i ng  to  budge t  ou t  how 22 

much  we th ink  i s  go ing  to  take  f rom now,  i f  the  23 

l eg i s la tu re  approves  th i s  con t rac t ,  f rom Ju ne 24 

un t i l  the  end  o f  t he  yea r  and  poss ib ly ,  as  i n  a l l  25 
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l i t i ga t i ons ,  because  you ' l l  see  tha t  t he  co n t rac t  2 

i s  t o  comp le t ion .   L i t iga t ions  o f  th is  na tu r e ,  3 

because o f  t he  complex i t y ,  a re  no t  go ing  to  be  4 

so lved  in  s i x  months .   They ' re  go ing  to  be  5 

reso lved  ove r  a  long  per iod  o f  t ime.   So  we ' re  - -  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    So the re ' s  a  7 

poss ib i l i t y  - -  I 'm  sor ry .   Go  ahead.  8 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    So we ' re  budge t ing  ou t  9 

what  we th ink  w i l l  t ake  us  f rom now t i l l  th e  end  10 

o f  t he  yea r  and  poss ib ly  beyond,  g iven  the  t ype 11 

o f  l i t iga t ion  tha t ' s  be fore  us .  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    So,  bas ica l l y ,  13 

what  we ' re  see ing  today  in  these  cases  i s  n o t  the  14 

end amounts ,  the re  cou ld  be  some add-ons .  15 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I t  cou ld  be .   Hopefu l l y ,  16 

i t  w i l l  be ,  i f  we are  success fu l  i n  knock in g  i t  17 

ou t  in  the  p re l im ina ry  s tages ,  hopefu l l y  we  w i l l  18 

no t  come back .   We can ' t  t e l l  a t  t h i s  po in t  19 

because we  a re  s t i l l  i n  the  p re l im inary  s ta ges .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  see .   Thank  you .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  W ink .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Ms.  LoCur to ,  h i .   I  23 

apo log ize .   Very  o f ten  up  he re  we ' re  be ing  ca l led  24 

i n  d i f fe ren t  d i rec t i ons ,  i n  te rms o f  our  he a r ing ,  25 
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wh i l e  o the r  peop le  a re  ques t ion ing .  2 

 Mr .  Ab rahams had  asked  you  a  ques t ion  3 

w i th  regard  to  the  s ta r t  da tes  o f  the  cont r ac ts  4 

and what  no t ,  and you ind i ca ted  tha t  no  wor k  ge ts  5 

done  unt i l  t he  Ru les  Commi t tee  approves .  6 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .   We are  endeavor ing  7 

to  t ry  to  make sure  tha t  t he  counse l  does  n o t  8 

beg in  work .   In  ce r ta in  ins tances  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  9 

to  do  tha t  j us t  because o f  t he  i n tens i ty  o f  the  10 

l i t i ga t i on ,  you  may need  to  respond as  qu ic k ly  as  11 

poss ib le .   Fo r  examp le ,  in  the  So lomon  case ,  t he  12 

appea l  has  a l ready  been f i led  so  we are  a l r eady  13 

work ing  w i th  Berkman  Henoch to  ge t  eve ry th i ng  14 

ready  to  answer  tha t  appea l .   So  some work  may  15 

have  s ta r ted ,  bu t  I  th ink  the  ma jo r i t y  o f  t he  16 

work  on  the  o the r  two cases  has  no t  begun y e t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I n  fac t ,  i n  the  18 

So lomon case ,  t h is  agreement  commenced  Dece mber  19 

31 ,  2011 ,  accord ing  to  the  ag reement .  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .   Because  tha t ' s  21 

when  the  no t i ce  o f  appea l  was  f i led .   So  we  were  22 

p robab ly  speak ing  - -  and  tha t ' s  why I  sa id  on  23 

tha t  par t i cu la r  case  I  know we 've  been  work ing .   24 

You have  a  ce r ta in  dead l ine .   When  the  no t i ce  o f  25 
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appea l  i s  f i l ed ,  you  have to  pu t  i n  your  2 

responses to  mee t  the  dead l i ne .   We wanted to  3 

make  sure  we  were  w i th in  the  county ' s  t ime to  4 

respond and to  be  proac t ive  i n  the  appea l .  5 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Be ing  p roac t i ve  wou ld  6 

have  meant  coming he re  a  l i t t l e  b i t  sooner  than 7 

s i x  months  a f te r  t he  commencement  da te  o f  t h is  8 

ag reemen t .  9 

 Add i t i ona l l y ,  t he  Pr ince  case  a l so  has  a  10 

commencement  da te  o f  December  31 ,  2011 ,  and  11 

tha t ' s  a  $200 ,000 cont rac t .   The  newbie  o f  t he  12 

case  wou ld  be  the  Denn is  Powers  case ,  wh ich  13 

commenced March  1 ,  2012.   In  eve ry  case,  we ' re  14 

ta lk ing  a t  l eas t  t h ree  mon ths  ago these 15 

ag reemen ts  were  commenced be fo re  we see h id e  nor  16 

ha i r  o f  them here  a t  t he  l eg i s la tu re .  17 

 I  unders tand  tha t  your  goa l  and your  18 

i n ten t ion  and  your  hopes  to  ge t  approva ls  b e fo re  19 

you ge t  work .   But  I  can ' t  imag ine  i n  any  o f  20 

these cases  the re  haven ' t  been  appearances  21 

a l ready ,  t he re  may  have a l ready  been  mot ion  22 

p rac t i ce  be ing  done,  and  ye t  t h i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  23 

we ' re  see ing  o f  them.  24 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    And  a l l  I  can  say  i s  to  25 
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re i te ra te  wha t  I  sa id .   The coun ty  a t to rney ' s  2 

o f f i ce  mus t  be  p roac t i ve  i n  de fend ing  the  c oun ty  3 

a t to rney 's  o f f i ce .   Of ten  t imes,  we w i l l ,  a s  i s  4 

ou r  po l i cy ,  we have depu ty  county  a t to rneys  5 

work ing  ve ry  c lose ly  to  reduce  the  amoun t  o f  cos t  6 

to  ou ts ide  counse l .   Bu t  we v iew  i t  as  a  7 

pa r tne rsh ip  w i th  the  ou ts ide  counse l  t o  max imize  8 

the  amount  o f  exper t i se  and se rv ices  tha t  a  9 

p r iva te  f i rm  tha t  can prov ide  tha t  somet ime s  the  10 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce  canno t  do  fo r  var i ous  11 

reasons.    12 

 I 'm no t  d i scoun t ing  tha t  we have  been 13 

ac t i ve ly  work ing  w i th  the  counse l .   Bu t  i t ' s  a lso  14 

fo r  the  goa l  o f  mak ing  sure  the  coun ty  does  no t  15 

fo rsake mak ing  the  bes t  poss ib le  de fense  in  16 

cour t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    W i th  a l l  due respec t ,  18 

Ms .  Locu r to ,  we ' re  ta l k ing  about  $400,000 f o r  19 

th ree  cases  r igh t  he re ;  tha t  cou ld  buy  a  lo t  o f  20 

coun ty  a t to rneys .   I t  seems to  me tha t  wh i l e  21 

we ' re  second  sea t ing  eve ry  one  o f  these cas es ,  22 

we ' re  pay ing  fo r  somebody e l se  to  f i rs t  sea t  23 

them.   We have  a  l o t  o f  exper ienced peop le  o n  the  24 

second  f loor  on  West  S t ree t ,  and  I  know man y  o f  25 
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them.   I t  jus t  s t r i kes  me as  pecu l ia r  tha t  we 've  2 

go t ten  to  the  po in t  now where  - -  i t ' s  a lmos t  the  3 

wors t  o f  bo th  wor lds ;  some hyb r id  where  we ' re  4 

pay ing  some outs ide  counse l  t o  hand le  X,  Y ,  and 5 

Z ,  bu t  t hen we ' re  no t  on ly  ove rsee ing  X,  Y ,  and 6 

Z ,  bu t  we ' re  do ing  A ,  B ,  and  C  so  we  don ' t  have 7 

to  pay  them,  when the  peop le  do ing  A ,  B ,  an d  C  8 

cou ld  eas i l y  be  do ing  the  who le  th ing ,  A  to  Z .  9 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Whi le  I  respec t  you r  10 

s ta temen t  and your  thought  be h ind  i t ,  I  do  t h ink  11 

- -  I  wan t  to  commend  a l l  our  deputy  coun ty  12 

a t to rneys  who  have  had  inc reased  work loads ,  13 

tak ing  on  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  cases  i n  add i t i on .   To  14 

bu rden  them w i th  add i t iona l  cases  or ,  in  ca ses  15 

such  as  these ,  wh ich  our  o f f i ce ,  i n  consu l ta t i on  16 

w i th  our  depu ty  coun ty  a t to rneys  has  to ld  u s  wha t  17 

resources ,  what  exper t i se  they  need to  ass i s t  18 

them in  be ing  success fu l  i n  l i t i ga t i ng  case s .   We 19 

be l i eve  we  a re  ac t ing  in  the  bes t  in te res ts  o f  20 

the  coun ty  and o f  ou r  o f f i ce  to  make  sure  a l l  ou r  21 

depu ty  county  a t to rneys  can hand le  the  i ncr ed ib le  22 

amount  o f  work load  tha t  has  i ncreased over  the  23 

l as t  coup le  o f  yea rs .  24 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  I  app rec ia te  your  25 
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comments ,  Ms .  Locu r to .   Bu t  I  a l so  th ink  i t ' s  a  2 

ques t i on  o f  p r i o r i t y .   We ' re  spend ing  $400, 000  on  3 

these cases .   We ' l l  be  spend ing  fa r  in  exce ss  o f  4 

$2  m i l l i on  i n  the  shor t  te rm,  I  wou ld  imag i ne ,  on  5 

ou ts ide  counse l  cases  fo r  2012 .   I t  seems t o  me 6 

tha t  t ha t  can  be  rea l l oca ted  to  hav ing  peop le  in -7 

house,  no t  on ly  second  sea t ing ,  bu t  be ing  a b le  to  8 

hand le  the  en t i re  case .   Tha t ' s  where  I  th i nk  9 

we ' re  a l l  head ing  in  th i s .  10 

 Thank you.  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  12 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Thank  you,  Mr .  13 

Cha i rman .  14 

 These are  c i v i l  r i gh ts  l i t iga t ion  cases .   15 

We ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  Pr ince  and  Powers ,  cor r ec t?  16 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .   And  ac tua l l y ,  17 

the  th i rd  one  i s  a lso  a  c i v i l  r i gh ts  case.  18 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  jus t  wan t  to  19 

focus  on  those two  fo r  now.  20 

 That  means  there  a re  a l l egat ions  o f  21 

v io la t ion  o f  cons t i t u t iona l  r i gh ts .  22 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  23 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  they ' re  more  24 

comp lex  than  you r  ca r  A ,  car  B ,  who runs  an  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  37 Rules Committee – 6 - 4- 12 

in te rsec t i on  or  somebody  t r i ps  on  a  coun ty  2 

s idewa lk .  3 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Abso lu te l y .   The s takes  i n  4 

these cases  a re  much  h ighe r  because no t  on l y  can  5 

they  ge t  mone ta ry  damages,  bu t  t hey  can ge t  6 

a t to rney 's  fees  on  top  o f  tha t  as  we l l .  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  i f  the  8 

p la in t i f f s  w in ,  we  have to  pay  fo r  t he i r  9 

a t to rneys '  f ees  as  we l l .  10 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  the re 's  12 

add i t i ona l  exposure  to  the  county .  13 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .   And  the re  can  be  14 

pun i t i ve  damages  as  we l l  t ha t  a re  awarded i n  15 

these cases .   I t ' s  no t  t he  regu lar  t o r ts ,  c a r  16 

acc ident ,  o r  pe rsona l  in ju ry  case.  17 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    L i t i ga t i on  i n  18 

fede ra l  cour t s  i s  d i f f e ren t  t han  s ta te  cour t s ,  19 

r i gh t?   You have  to  learn  a  who le  new un ive rse ,  20 

i n  te rms  o f  Federa l  Ru les  o f  C iv i l  P rocedur e  and  21 

those types  o f  requ i rements .  22 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And the  judges  in  24 

fede ra l  cour t ,  t hey  tend  to  be  no  nonsense.   They  25 
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send  you  a  d i scove ry  schedu le  and you e i the r  mee t  2 

i t  o r  they ' l l  ho ld  you  in  con tempt .   I s  tha t  3 

r i gh t?  4 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .   And  o f ten  t imes ,  5 

pa r t i cu la r ly  in  these spec i f i c  l i t iga t ions  where  6 

you have  ove r  30  o r  40  de fendants ,  t hey  are  7 

unwi l l ing  to  hea r  why you can ' t  ge t  the  8 

d i scovery ,  as  they 've  se t  fo r th ,  i n  the  dea d l i ne .   9 

 I  w i l l  say ,  t o  commend  our  deputy  coun ty  10 

a t to rneys ,  i n  the  las t  two  yea rs ,  the  feder a l  11 

j udges  have sa id  tha t  they 've  seen  g rea t  wo rk  12 

f rom the  coun ty  a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  under  g re a t  13 

s t ra in  and  d i f f i cu l t y  and are  s t i l l  meet ing  the  14 

docket  dead l i nes .   So we  wan t  to  con t inue t o  15 

bu i l d  tha t  goodw i l l  w i th  our  federa l  j udges  so  16 

tha t  t hey  are  more  p red isposed  to  hear  our  cases .  17 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    The Berkman f i rm ,  18 

pa r t  o f  the  prac t i ce  focuses  on  fede ra l  cou r t  19 

l i t i ga t i on?  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .   They  have  a  very  21 

w ide  base.  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  in  te rms o f  23 

the  un iverse  o f  law f i rms ou t  there ,  you  kn ock  24 

ou t  the  med mal ,  t he  ones  tha t  do  the  bread  and 25 
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bu t te r  neg l i gence work ,  c r im ina l  de fense  law .   2 

I t ' s  rea l l y  a  smal le r  un iverse  o f  f i rms tha t  do  3 

c i v i l  l i t i ga t ion  i n  fede ra l  cour ts .  4 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And you wanted  6 

someone tha t  has  tha t  exper ience .  7 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    In  te rms  o f  the  9 

hours  tha t  a re  requ i red .   You  can ' t  fo recas t  how 10 

many  hours  i n  to ta l  wou ld  be  needed,  becaus e  wha t  11 

i f  we w in  summary  judgment  a t  the  ve ry  ou ts e t  o f  12 

th is  case?   Then  you  were  ta l k ing  abou t  a  l im i ted  13 

number  o f  hou rs ,  cor rec t?  14 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    However ,  i f  the  16 

ma t te r  goes  a l l  the  way th rough t r ia l  you ' r e  17 

ta lk ing  abou t  a  d i f f e ren t  number .  18 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And i f  i n  some o f  20 

these fede ra l  c i v i l  r i gh ts  cases  you  cou ld  have 21 

f i ve  w i tnesses  fo r  depos i t ions  o r  you cou ld  have  22 

50 .   I s  tha t  r i gh t?  23 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  you  rea l l y  a re  25 
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jus t  g iv ing  a  ba l l pa rk  a t  th i s  po in t  becaus e  you  2 

j us t  don ' t  know what 's  en ta i l ed  a t  t h i s  po i n t .  3 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Abso lu te l y .  4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I f  yo u  se t  a  l ow  5 

l im i t  based on summary  j udgmen t ,  t hen you ' r e  back  6 

he re  i n  a  coup le  o f  months .   And  then i f  yo u  se t  7 

anothe r  low l im i t ,  you ' re  back  here  in  anot her  8 

coup le  o f  mon ths .   Bas ica l l y ,  th is  number  t ha t  9 

you ' re  p rov id ing  us  is  t he  mos t  tha t  t hey  c an 10 

b i l l  o r  ge t  pa id  fo r  b i l l i ng  w i thout  coming  back .  11 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And a t  t h i s  po in t  13 

i t ' s  a  ba l lpa rk ,  depend ing  on  what  happen i n  th i s  14 

l i t i ga t i on .   15 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .   Hope fu l l y  we are  16 

success fu l ,  as  you  men t ioned ,  and you can k nock  17 

ou t  in  summary  j udgmen t .   I f  we ' re  no t ,  we ' re  18 

s t i l l  i n  t he  case and we  s t i l l  have to  p roc eed  to  19 

t r ia l .  20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And tha t  o ther  21 

case  tha t  Be rkman won,  the  th i rd  case,  by  w inn ing  22 

no t  on ly  d id  we  avo id  pay ing  any  damages ,  bu t  we  23 

a l so  avo ided  the  i ssue  o f  p reva i l i ng  par ty ,  fees ,  24 

and tha t  t ype  o f  t h ing ,  r i gh t?  25 
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 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  the re 's  a  3 

sav ings  there  to  the  county  when  we w in  the se 4 

cases .  5 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Thank  you.  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Jacobs.  8 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Thank  you .    9 

 L i sa ,  I  jus t  wan ted to  men t ion  someth ing  10 

to  you .   I 'm  s i t t i ng  here  w i th  a  50  page  br ie f ,  11 

obv ious l y  p repared  - -  dec i s ion ,  obv ious l y  12 

p repared  by  E r i ca  Haber  f rom One  Wes t  and b y  13 

Leora  Bensor i ck  (phone t i c ) ,  and they  obv iou s ly  14 

d id  an  exce l l en t  j ob  because  we were  ab le  t o  ge t  15 

a  number  o f  t he  c la ims  d ismissed  and  knocke d  out  16 

on  a  summary  judgmen t .   And the  case  I 'm  ta l k ing  17 

abou t  i s  P r ince .  18 

 I  guess  what  I 'm  say ing  is  t ha t  I  rea l i ze  19 

these are  ve ry  p rec i se ,  pa r t i cu la r  cases ,  b u t  20 

obv ious l y  we  had  two  lawyers  who  d id  an  exc e l l en t  21 

j ob  a l ready ,  and  tha t  was in - house .   Espec ia l l y  22 

i n  these  t imes a round he re ,  t o  be  spend ing  23 

$400 ,000  - -  th i s  goes  back  to  o r ig ina l l y  th r ee  24 

years  ago,  and I  sa id  tha t  I  was  very  conce rned.   25 
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I  know when I  f i r s t  came here  to  the  county  17  2 

years  ago,  eve ry th ing  was be ing  done  out  o f  3 

house,  and  then  we  b rought  i t  a l l  in -house.   I 'm  4 

ve ry  concerned when I  see  ce r ta in  th ings ,  w h ich  5 

obv ious l y  have been done  very  we l l  i n -house ,  now 6 

go ing  ou ts ide .   And I  f i nd  i t  ha rd  to  under s tand  7 

why we  put  ou rse lves  i n  tha t  pos i t ion  o f  spe nd ing  8 

mon ies  tha t  we p robab ly  have  the  exper t i se  a  few  9 

fee t  away.  10 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Wel l ,  Leo ra  Bensor i ck  11 

(phone t i c )  i s  a  depu ty  county  a t to rney  and sen io r  12 

counse l  and works  in  the  coun ty  a t to rney 's  13 

o f f i ce .   She  does  an  exce l len t  j ob .   A l l  the  14 

a t to rneys ,  depu ty  coun ty  a t to rneys  i n  the  o f f i ce  15 

shou ld  be  condemned and you shou ld  be  ve ry  p roud  16 

o f  t he  work  tha t  t hey  do  fo r  t he  county .  17 

 There  are ,  however ,  ce r ta in  cases ,  as  you 18 

w i l l  see ,  the re  are  repeat  cases  tha t  come up 19 

aga in  and aga in ,  and  the  comp lex i t y  o f  t he  cases  20 

somet imes requ i re  us  to  be t te r  manage cases  by  21 

a t tack ing  them ear ly  and  head  on  w i th  the  22 

exper t i se  tha t  we need .   I f  t h is  l eg is la t i v e  body  23 

wou ld  love  to  g i ve  eve ry  depar tmen t  - -  i n  24 

pa r t i cu la r ,  I 'm  go ing  to  too t  my  own  depar t men t  -25 
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-  more  money  to  h i re  more  a t t o rneys ,  I  wou ld  be  2 

ve ry  g ra te fu l  f o r  tha t .   Bu t  g iven  the  3 

c i rcumstances  o f  how our  f inances  are  a t  th e  4 

t ime ,  somet imes ,  depend ing  on  the  comp lex i t y  o f  5 

the  case ,  ou ts ide  counse l  i s  t he  be t te r  way  to  go  6 

to  de fend the  case  e f fec t i ve l y .   7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:     I  th ink  there  are  8 

two ways  to  l ook  a t  tha t .   I t  sounds  wonder fu l  9 

when  you  lower  the  ove ra l l  budge t  down  when  10 

you ' re  do ing  a  budge t  and then  in  be tween k eep  11 

hav ing  cases  come be fo re  us  tha t  requ i re  hu ndreds  12 

o f  t housands  o f  do l l a rs  added  on .   You  have  to  13 

work  tha t  a l l  i n to  the  bo t tom l i ne .   How mu ch are  14 

we  spend ing  fo r  ou t -o f -house  counse l  on  cer t a in  15 

i ssues  tha t  cou ld  be  done in - house  and  keep  tha t  16 

a  lower  f i gu re  to  beg in  w i th .   To  keep  i t  a  lower  17 

f i gu re  to  beg in  w i th  and  then  to  come to  us  w i th  18 

ce r ta in  th ings  - -  I 'm no t  a  l awyer ,  so  I 'm 19 

ta lk ing  to  you as  John  Q.  Pub l ic  ou t  t he re ,  and 20 

then  come he re  w i th  cases  where  the  groundw ork  21 

has  a l ready  been  la id  by  i n -h ouse peop le ,  I  don ' t  22 

see - -  I  t h ink  i t ' s  a  wash ,  as  fa r  as  what  you ' re  23 

say ing .   Come to  us  w i th  an  ac tua l  amoun t ,  have 24 

the  peop le  i n -house,  have them ready  and  ra r ing  25 
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to  go  to  rep resent  us  ra ther  than pay ing  2 

cont inuous ly  fo r  ou ts ide  counse l .   And  mayb e  i t ' s  3 

two ways  o f  l ook ing  a t  i t .    4 

 I  know Mr .  C iampol i  and I  wen t  a t  i t  f o r  5 

a  wh i l e .   He  d i sag rees .   He be l i eves  i n  ou t - o f -6 

house;  I  be l i eve  i n  in -house  whereve r  poss ib le .   7 

That 's  my concern .  8 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Thank  you ,  Leg is la to r .  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I 'm  done .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Kope l .  11 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Thank you .   Good  12 

a f te rnoon,  Ms .  Locur to .  13 

 I 'm no t  su re ,  bu t  I  be l i eve  tha t  I 'm  14 

p robab ly  the  on ly  one on  the  l eg is la tu re  wh o  15 

ac tua l l y  runs  a  bus iness  and  has  occas ion  t o  16 

pu rchase  th i s  t ype  o f  se rv ice .   I t  happens in  my  17 

bus iness .   We 've  go t  l o t s  o f  l awyers ;  i t ' s  j us t  18 

the  na tu re  o f  t h ings .    19 

 How many  cases  o f  th is  t ype  can you 20 

expect  i n  the  course  o f  a  yea r  o r  i s  i t  jus t  21 

ve ry ,  ve ry  i r regu lar?  22 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cases  o f  the  pa r t i cu la r  23 

na tu re  tha t  a re  be fo re  - -  24 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    C iv i l  r i gh ts .   Le t ' s  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  45 Rules Committee – 6 - 4- 12 

jus t  say  c iv i l  r igh ts .  2 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The re  a re  a  p le thora  o f  3 

c i v i l  r i gh ts  cases  tha t  a re  f i led  aga ins t  t he  4 

coun ty .   On ave rage,  I  wou ld  say  we have  2 , 000  to  5 

3 ,000 cases  per  year .   So  you ' re  ta l k ing  ab out  a  6 

t remendous  work load fo r  the  depu ty  county  7 

a t to rneys .   And  the  comp lex i t y  o f  th is  par t i cu la r  8 

case ,  though ,  you ' re  ask ing .   I  want  to  g iv e  i t  9 

i n  con tex t .   You  have a  number  o f  lawsu i ts  tha t  10 

a re  f i led  eve ry  year ,  and then  you  have tho se 11 

lawsu i ts  tha t  a re  pa r t i cu la r l y  one rous  and 12 

requ i r ing  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I  ge t  tha t .  14 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   g rea t  resources .  15 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I  ge t  tha t .   Wha t  I 'm 16 

ge t t ing  a t  i s  t here ' s  cons tan t  suggest ion  f rom 17 

many  o f  the  members  o f  t h i s  pane l  tha t  perh aps  we 18 

ough t  to  i nves t  money and keep  lo t s  o f  19 

spec ia l i s t s ,  i f  you  w i l l ,  in  t he  county  20 

a t to rney 's  o f f i ce .   Now,  what  I 'm ask ing  is  do  we 21 

have  enough p red ic tab le  l i t i ga t i on  i n  the  v a r ious  22 

a reas  fo r  wh ich  we  get  spec ia l i s ts  to  war ra n t  23 

h i r i ng  these  peop le  and keep ing  them on boa rd?   24 

What  wou ld  tha t  cos t?  25 
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 MS.  LOCURTO:   I  th ink  because  o f  t he  2 

na tu re  and  comp lex i t y  o f  cer ta in  cases ,  to  have 3 

on  re ta ine r  a l l  the  t ime  an exper t  o f  tha t  4 

qua l i t y  tha t  you ' re  say ing ,  wou ld  no t  be  an  5 

e f f i c i en t  use  o f  our  resources .  6 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  i t ' s  s im i la r  to  7 

what  I ' ve  go t .  I n  o the r  words ,  we migh t  hav e  - -  8 

we 've  go t  lo ts  o f  lawyers  who  can do  var ious  9 

th ings .   But  i f  we 've  go t  a  l abo r  case ,  we don ’ t  10 

have  a  l abor  lawyer  on  s ta f f .   We don ' t  hav e  a  11 

l abo r  lawyer  on  s ta f f .   I t  doesn ' t  pay .   No w,  12 

we ' re  go ing  to  pay  a  l o t  more  money,  Judy ,  as  13 

we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t ,  f o r  t h i s  labo r  lawyer ' s  14 

t ime ,  a  lo t  more  money .   And  dur ing  the  t im e  tha t  15 

we 've  go t  th i s  par t i cu la r  case ,  i t  m igh t  co s t  us  16 

cons iderab ly  more  than  i t  wou ld  have  cos t  u s  to  17 

use a  s ta f f  l awyer ,  bu t  we  don ' t  have the  s ta f f  18 

l awyer  and  i t  doesn ' t  pay  to  have the  s ta f f  19 

l awyer  on-ca l l ,  i f  you  w i l l ,  a l l  t he  t ime ju s t  i n  20 

case  th i s  k ind  o f  case  comes  up.   I s  t ha t  a  21 

s imi la r  theo ry?  22 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .   Yes .   I  unders tand 23 

your  po in t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:     So  i t  ac tua l l y  migh t  25 
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be  a  l i t t l e  b i t  less  expens ive  to  do  i t  th i s  way  2 

somet imes,   3 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  4 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    even  i f  we ' re  pay ing  5 

h igher  ra tes?  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  Cha i rman,  I  j us t  7 

want  to  speak  to  Mr .  Kope l .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Kope l  a re  you 9 

f i n i shed?  10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    No ,  no .   I 'm  hav ing  a  11 

c ross  d i scuss ion .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' re  go ing  to  have 13 

some c ross  d i scuss ion  he re .  14 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Yes .   I ’m  happy to  15 

have  tha t .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mrs .  Jacobs,  do  you 17 

want  to  se rve  a  vo l l ey  ove r  to  Mr .  Kope l?  18 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    My po in t  i s  t h i s .   19 

Obv ious l y  the  reason  I  he ld  up  the  paperwor k  I  20 

d id  i s  t ha t  I  unders tand  exac t ly  wha t  you ' r e  21 

say ing  because I  d id  run  a  bus iness  fo r  man y  22 

years .   So  I  know you have  ce r ta in  exper t i s e  i n -23 

house and you  do  have to  go  ou t  fo r  o the r  t h ings .   24 

Obv ious l y ,  we  had enough  exper t i se  i n -house  to  25 
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reach a  pre t t y  pos i t i ve  end ing  on  the  summa ry  2 

j udgment .   That ' s  my  po in t .  3 

 I 'm no t  say ing  tha t  maybe we  don ' t  have 4 

enough  - -  5 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Maybe we  don ' t  have 6 

enough  i s  p robab ly  wha t  i t  i s .  7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  I 'm  say ing  maybe 8 

i f  we had enough ,  we  cou ld  save money in  th e  l ong 9 

run .  10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I  guess  tha t ' s  t he  11 

rea l  ques t ion ;  do  we  have enough?  Do we  ha ve 12 

enough  and  can we pro f i t ab ly  h i re  more  peop le  13 

w i th  spec i f i c  exper t i se  and know tha t  they ' re  14 

go ing  to  be  used  a l l  t he  t ime?   Would  tha t  be  a  15 

fa i r  way  o f  ask ing  you r  ques t i on?  16 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  don ' t  know.   My  17 

ques t ion  i s  - -  you ' re  a  lawyer .  18 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I 'm a  recove r ing  19 

l awyer .  20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    My ques t ion  i s  21 

p re t ty  s imp le .   My  s ta tement .   I  don ' t  even  know 22 

i f  i t ' s  a  ques t i on .   My obse rva t ion  is  t ha t  we  do 23 

have  peop le  i n -house  tha t  can  do  i t .   They ' v e  24 

done  i t  and they 've  done  a  ve ry  good  job  o f  i t .   25 
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I t ' s  no t  a  b rand  new f ie ld  tha t  we ' re  no t  u sed  to  2 

hav ing .   As  Ms .  Locu r to  sa id ,  th is  i s  someth ing  3 

tha t  comes  to  us  annua l l y ,  qu i te  a  few  t ime s .   4 

I 'm say ing  maybe  they  have  to  do  a  s tudy  as  to  5 

rea l l y  a re  we  sav ing  any th ing  by  do ing  i t  t h is  6 

way?   Pe rsona l l y ,  hav ing  l i ved  th rough  both  ways ,  7 

I  th ink  there  was much  more  money saved when  i t  8 

was be ing  done in -house.  9 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    And my  cu r ren t  10 

obse rva t ion  i s  t ha t  they  a re  us ing ,  I  th ink ,  t he  11 

peop le  i n -house  to  do  i t  when  they  can ,  and  the  12 

p roo f  o f  i t  i s  t ha t  pa r t i cu la r  b r i e f  t ha t  y ou 13 

he ld  up .   They  a re ,  in  fac t ,  us ing  the  i n -ho use 14 

exper t i se .   I t ' s  j us t  a  ma t te r  o f  whethe r  i t  15 

ac tua l l y  i s  f eas ib le  to  h i re  add i t iona l  in -h ouse  16 

exper t i se  fo r  t hese cases  tha t  we have  and the  17 

comp lex i ty  o f  t he  cases .   I  guess  tha t ' s  ju s t  a  18 

ques t ion  tha t  we  have over  he re .  19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  guess  good minds  20 

can d i sagree .    21 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Su re .  22 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I ' ve  jus t  had  the  23 

exper ience  o f  work ing  under  two d i f f e ren t  w ays  o f  24 

do ing  i t .   And I ' l l  s t i ck  w i th  wha t  I  th ink .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And tha t ' s  a  wrap.   2 

That 's  exac t ly  r igh t .   The re ' s  two  ways  to  d o  3 

th is .   I t ' s  been  done in  the  pas t  by  do ing  i t  4 

w i th  i n -house  counse l ,  and  i t ' s  be ing  done now 5 

go ing  to  the  ou ts ide  l aw  f i rms .   And  i t ' s  a  6 

ma t te r  o f  a  recommenda t ion  o f  the  coun ty  7 

a t to rney .   The recommendat ion  o f  t he  county  8 

a t to rney  when  Coun ty  Execu t i ve  Suozz i  was h e re  9 

was to  do  i t  in -house,  and  th a t ' s  the  way i t  was  10 

done .   And  then  the  recommenda t ion  o f  the  c oun ty  11 

execut ive  under  Coun ty  Execu t i ve  Mangano  wa s  to  12 

go  ou ts ide ,  wh ich  is  why  we have  these  cont rac ts  13 

i n  f ron t  o f  us .    14 

 I  th ink  i t ' s  fa i r ,  and  i t ' s  been  we l l  15 

heard ,  and  I  th ink  i t ' s  t ime  to  ca l l  t he  16 

ques t ion .  17 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  these th ree  18 

cont rac ts  - -  I 'm  sor ry .   Any  pub l i c  comment?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  these th ree  21 

cont rac ts  p lease  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Any  opposed?  24 

 (Nay . )  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  51 Rules Committee – 6 - 4- 12 

 The i t em car r ies  by  a  vo te  o f  four  to  2 

th ree .  3 

 E -134 is  a  reso lu t ion  au thor i z ing  4 

pe rsona l  serv ices  ag reemen t  be tween Pub l ic  Works  5 

and Debru in  Eng ineer ing .  6 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 7 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  10 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  11 

 He l l o .  12 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Kenneth  Arno ld ,  Pub l ic  13 

Works .  14 

 Th is  i s  an  amendment  to  an  ex i s t ing  on -15 

ca l l  con t rac t  t h rough ou r  env i ronmen ta l  16 

cons t ruc t i on  un i t  fo r  Debru in  to  p rov ide  17 

eng ineer ing  serv ices  dur ing  cons t ruc t i on  fo r  t he  18 

ongo ing  S bu i ld ing  recons t ruc t ion ,  d iges ter  gas  19 

va lve  cons t ruc t i on ,  and an  upcoming pro jec t ,  Eas t  20 

H i l l s  pump s ta t i on .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  ques t ions?  22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  2 

 (Aye . )  3 

 Any  opposed?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  6 

 E -135 is  a  persona l  se rv ices  agreement  on  7 

beha l f  o f  the  O f f i ce  o f  Commu n i t y  Deve lopmen t  and 8 

Mur tha  Const ruc t ion  Inco rpora ted .  9 

 Can I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 10 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  13 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  14 

 Go  ahead .  15 

 MR.  MARIN:   Rob  Mar in ,  Ch ie f  Counse l ,  16 

O f f i ce  o f  Commun i t y  Deve lopmen t .   17 

 Th is  i s  a  pe rsona l  serv i ces  cont rac t  f o r  18 

a  vendor  fo r  the  l ed  hazard  reduc t ion  gran t ,  t he  19 

one- t ime  g rant  f und ing  award  to  Nassau  Coun t y  to  20 

make  houses  led  sa fe .   The  qua l i f i ca t i on ,  o the r  21 

than  income,  i s  a  ch i l d  s i x  years  and under  has  22 

to  res ide  in  the  p remises  or  spend  up to  1 , 000  23 

hours  a  year  the re ,  th ink  grandparen ts .  24 

 Th is  con t rac t  works  essent ia l l y  l i ke  a  25 
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l i ne  o f  c red i t .   I t  guaran tees  the  vendor  2 

no th ing .   I t  jus t  a l lows  them a  seat  a t  the  3 

tab le ,  so  to  speak ,  to  submi t  b ids  i n  a  4 

compet i t i ve  b id  p rocess  based  on  jobs  tha t  we 5 

i den t i f y  t ha t  a re  e i ther  re fe r red  to  us  by  the  6 

Depar tment  o f  Hea l th  o r  tha t  we iden t i f i ed  7 

th rough ou r  o the r  p rog rams .   Th is  w i l l  enab le  h im 8 

to  submi t  a  b id .   I f  he  is  t he  l owes t  respo ns ib le  9 

b idder ,  he  w i l l  be  awarded  the  con t rac t  to  10 

pe r fo rm the  work  and  then be  pa id  o f f  o f  th i s  11 

cont rac t .   Th is  i s  s im i la r  t o  seve ra l  ag ree men ts  12 

tha t  t h i s  body  has  approved in  the  pas t .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ve ry  good .   Any  14 

ques t ions?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  19 

 (Aye . )  20 

 Any  opposed?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  23 

 E -137 is  a  persona l  se rv ices  agreement  24 

be tween the  O f f i ce  o f  Rea l  Es ta te  Serv ices  and  25 
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S idney  B .  Bowne  and Son.  2 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 3 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  6 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  7 

 Go  ahead .  8 

 MR.  KELLY:    Good a f te rnoon.   M ichae l  9 

Ke l l y ,  Ac t ing  D i rec tor ,  Nassau  County  Of f i c e  o f  10 

Rea l  Es ta te  Serv ices .  11 

 E -137 is  a  con t rac t  w i th  S idn ey  B.  Bowne  12 

and Son,  LLP ,  to  per fo rm two easemen ts  -  one ,  a  13 

boundary  l ine  easement ,  and anothe r  - -  excu se me ,  14 

boundary  l ine  su rvey ,  the  o the r  an  easement  15 

su rvey .   The  cos t  i s  $9 ,525.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  ques t ions?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  21 

 (Aye . )  22 

 Any  opposed?  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  55 Rules Committee – 6 - 4- 12 

 We ' re  go ing  to  s tand  in  recess  to  a l low 2 

the  o the r  commi t tees  to  meet  and  then we ' l l  be  3 

back .   We ' re  in  recess .  4 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  recessed  5 

a t  2 :17  p .m. )  6 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  7 

reconvened  a t  4 :39  p .m. )  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :     Ru les  Commi t tee  i s  9 

go ing  to  reconvene .    10 

 We ' re  go ing  to  ca l l  f i r s t  a l l  o f  t he  11 

i t ems tha t  t here  i s  ag reemen t  on  the  par t  o f  t he  12 

m ino r i ty  and  the  major i t y  to  be  ca l l ed  as  a  bu lk  13 

i t em.   I ' l l  ca l l  t hem a l l  in  bu l k ,  so  I 'm g o ing  14 

to  read o f f  t hose i t ems.  15 

 187 as  amended,  321,  322 ,  329 ,  341 ,  342,  16 

343,  344 ,  345 ,  346 ,  347,  348 ,  351,  356 ,  357 ,  358 ,  17 

359,  360 ,  361 ,  362 ,  363.    18 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 19 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  22 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  23 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  2 

 (Aye . )  3 

 Any  opposed?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 The ayes  have  i t .   Car r i es  unan imous ly .  6 

 Now,  I tem Number  339  and  I tem Number  340  7 

a re  reso lu t i ons  appo in t i ng  a  Repub l i can  8 

commiss ioner  o f  e lec t i ons  fo r  the  Coun ty  o f  9 

Nassau  and  a  Democra t i c  commiss ioner  o f  e lec t i ons  10 

fo r  the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau .  11 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 12 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  14 

Gonsa lves .   Can  I  have  a  second?  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Seconded  by  17 

Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  18 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  23 

 (Aye . )  24 

 Any  opposed?  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 The ayes  have  i t .   The  ayes  ca r ry  3 

unan imous ly .  4 

 We now go to  I t em Number  350,  a  5 

reso lu t i on  to  au thor ize  the  t rans fer  o f  6 

approp r ia t ions  here to fore  made  w i th in  the  b udget  7 

fo r  the  year  2011.  8 

 Can I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 9 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  12 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  13 

 Make  any  d iscuss ion  in  F inance  as  pa r t  o f  14 

the  reco rd ,  p lease .  15 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  m inutes  16 

o f  t he  June 4 ,  2012,  F inance  Commi t tee  meet ing  17 

pe r ta in ing  to  C lerk  I t em 350- 2012. )  18 

 I  sk ipped ove r  350 -12,  wh ich  I 'm  go ing  to  19 

ca l l  r igh t  now.   A  reso lu t ion  to  au tho r i ze  the  20 

t rans fer  o f  app rop r ia t ions  he re to fore  made w i th in  21 

the  budget  fo r  t he  yea r  2011 .  22 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  23 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  25 
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Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  2 

 The i t em i s  now be fo re  the  commi t tee .  3 

 Th is  i s  the  yea r -end  budge t  t rans fers .   4 

We have the  ch ie f  depu ty  compt ro l l e r  here  w ho is  5 

p repared  to  answer  any  ques t ions  i f  there  a re  any  6 

ques t ions  on  th i s  i t em.  7 

 A re  there  any  ques t ions?  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  have  ques t ions ,  9 

Mr .  Cha i rman .  10 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Mr .  Denenberg ,  go  11 

ahead.  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you.  13 

 F i rs t ,  t he  year -end - -  Mr .  Moroney ,  these 14 

a re  fo r  the  yea r -end  budge t  t rans fers?  15 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Yes .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm so r ry?  17 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Yes .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    In  yea rs  pas t ,  19 

i nc lud ing  the  l as t  two  yea rs ,  these were  a l ways  20 

done  in  February ,  i f  no t  January .   Why  a re  they  21 

be ing  done  so  l a te  th i s  year?  22 

 MR.  MORONEY:   I 'm re la t i ve ly  cer ta in  tha t  23 

they  were  done in  the  sp r ing  o f  each  yea r  p r io r  24 

to  the  c lose  o f  the  books ,  a t  leas t  as  l ong  as  25 
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I ' ve  been he re .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yeah .   We 've  3 

a lways  c losed  ou r  books  in  February .  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Wel l ,  we ' re  ta l k ing  about  5 

the  ca f fe r .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I ’m so r ry?  7 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I 'm  ta l k ing  about  the  8 

ca f fe r ,  the  aud i ted  s ta temen t .   We c lose  ou r  9 

books  in  Februa ry ,  bu t  we have  cer ta in  th in gs  10 

tha t  we needed to  do  ove r  the  course  o f  the  pos t  11 

c los ing  o f  t he  books ,  wh ich  i s  a  techn ica l  t e rm.  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  don ' t  remember  13 

these t rans fe rs  be ing  th is  l a te  in  the  pas t .   So  14 

your  answer  i s  t hey  have  been  in  June in  th e  15 

pas t?  16 

 MR.  MORONEY:   I  have  tes t i f i ed  i n  the  17 

pas t  two  Junes.  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Hous ing  sa la ry  19 

t rans fers ,  $2 .6  mi l l ion  to  cover  sa la r ies  i n  the  20 

hous ing  depar tment?  21 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Yes .   Tha t ' s  pa r t  o f  the  22 

reconc i l ia t i on  o f  the  gran ts  tha t ' s  been  go ing  on  23 

i n  the  hous ing  depar tmen t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t  j us t  seems 25 
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l i ke  fo r  a  re la t i ve l y  smal l  b udget  $2 .6  mi l l ion  2 

be ing  t rans fe r red  is  a  l o t  o f  money.   How c ou ld  3 

we  be tha t  f a r  o f f?  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Wel l ,  t he re  have been  some 5 

changes in  the  depar tmen t .   As  the  depar tme n t  has  6 

sh runken  and  gran ts  have  come to  c lose ,  we ' re  7 

do ing  the  reconc i l ia t i ons  and  t r y ing  to  move  the  8 

money where  i t ' s  supposed to  be  and mak ing  sure  9 

tha t  t he  g ran ts  a re  proper ly  reconc i led  fo r  10 

aud i t i ng  purposes .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  money ' s  be ing  12 

t rans fer red  i n  no t  ou t .  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Tha t ' s  co r rec t .  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Mr .  Nau ghton  i s  in  15 

the  back  o f  t he  room.   I  don ’ t  know i f  he  h as  any  16 

i n fo rmat ion .   Th is  i sn ' t  Mr .  Naugh ton.  17 

 MR.  GRAFT:   Good  a f te rnoon .   George 18 

Gra f t ,  Deputy  D i rec tor  f o r  F inance  fo r  O f f i ce  o f  19 

Hous ing  and Commun i t y  Deve lopmen t .   Regard i ng  20 

your  ques t ion  on  the  sa la ry  t rans fer  - -  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Cor rec t .   $2 .6  22 

m i l l ion  shor t  i n  the  sa la ry  l i ne  i n  a  depar tment  23 

tha t  Mr .  Moroney  jus t  sa id  was  shr ink ing .   I t  24 

wou ld  seem to  be  tha t  we  wou ld  be  tha t  we w ou ld  25 
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be  t rans fe r r i ng  money ou t  no t  t rans fer r i ng  i n to .   2 

So  I 'm  not  sure  why we  were  s o  sho r t .  3 

 MR.  GRAFT:    Yes ,  ou r  depar tment  i s  4 

sh r ink ing .   As  a  mat te r  o f  f ac t ,  we ' ve  gone  f rom 5 

98  emp loyees  down to  the  upper  50 ' s  r i gh t  n ow.   6 

The reason  i s  two- fo ld ;  on  th e  communi ty  7 

deve lopmen t  s ide  we 've  had  reduc t i ons  f rom the  8 

fede ra l  gove rnment  i n  CDBG and  home gran ts .   Wha t  9 

we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  spec i f i ca l l y  here  w i th  th i s  10 

$2  m i l l i on  i s  ac tua l l y  par t  o f  t he  $6 .2  mi l l ion  11 

debt  tha t  the  coun ty  had  to  i ncu r  dea l ing  w i th  12 

the  Sect ion  8  Depar tment .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wa i t .   Th i s  14 

t rans fer ' s  t o  cove r  the  Sect ion  8  Depar tmen t?  15 

 MR.  GRAFT:    Th i s  t rans fer  i s  to  cover  16 

the  shor t fa l l s  t ha t  had deve loped in  Sec t io n  8 ,  17 

yes  - -  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And those - -  19 

 MR.  GRAFT:    ove r  the  course  o f  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    have  deve loped  21 

because we  go t  l ess  gran t  money?  22 

 MR.  GRAFT:    No .   Sec t ion  8  has  no th ing  23 

to  do  w i th  tha t .   That 's  an  admin i s t ra t i ve  fee  24 

tha t  comes  in .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Why was ou r  2 

Sec t ion  8  admin i s t ra t i ve  fee  2 .6  o r  most  o f  the  3 

2 .6  above budge t?  4 

 MR.  GRAFT:    I 'm  sor ry .   Repea t  the  5 

ques t ion ,  p lease .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Why was the  7 

Sec t ion  8  admin i s t ra t i ve  cos t  so  fa r  above 8 

budget?  9 

 MR.  GRAFT:    Th i s  had to  do  w i th  ove r  - -  10 

bas i ca l l y ,  t here  were  some ove r  approp r ia t i ons  i n  11 

the  number  o f  vouchers  tha t  we 've  s ince  cor rec ted  12 

and over  the  cou rse  o f  t ha t .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    What  does  tha t  14 

mean  ove r  app rop r ia t ions  i n  vouchers?   The 15 

vouchers  a re  h ighe r  than  we though t  they  wo u ld  16 

be?  I ’m  not  su re  what  an  ove r  app ropr ia t io n  i n  a  17 

voucher  i s .  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:    The re  a re  a  se r ies  o f  19 

ques t ions  tha t  t he  hous ing  depar tmen t  has  - -  20 

wou ld  be  w i l l ing  to  d i scuss  w i th  the  member s ,  bu t  21 

I  th ink  tha t  wou ld  be  more  appropr ia te  fo r  an  22 

execut ive  sess ion .   I t ' s  dea l i ng  w i th  a  num ber  o f  23 

p r io r  years  coming  fo rward .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  you  wan t  to  25 
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answer  i n  execu t ive  sess ion  tha t ' s  f ine .   I ' d  2 

l i ke  to  know an  answer  be fore  I  - -  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I 'm  no t  p repared to  g ive  4 

tha t  answer ,  and  I  t h ink  tha t  there  may be  some 5 

i ssues  here  tha t  a re  p r i v i leged.  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You jus t  sa id  i t  7 

was pr iv i l eged so  you want  to  do  i t  in  exec u t i ve  8 

sess ion ,  bu t  then you jus t  sa id  you ' re  no t  9 

p repared  to  do  i t  in  execu t i ve  sess ion .   Am  I  10 

hear ing  th is  r i gh t?  11 

 MR.  MARIN:    The re  a re  cer ta in  - -  I 'm 12 

so r ry .   Rob Mar in .   There  are  ce r ta in  th ings  tha t  13 

we  canno t  d i scuss  a t  a l l .   The re  a re  cer ta i n  14 

th ings  tha t  we 'd  be  w i l l ing  to  d iscuss  on ly  in  15 

execut ive  sess ion ,  t o  the  ex ten t  based  on t he  16 

ques t ions  tha t  a re  asked .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm so r ry .  18 

 MR.  MARIN:    Based  on the  que s t ions  tha t  19 

a re  asked.  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  jus t  asked  my 21 

ques t ions .   Which  pa r t  o f  tha t  can  you  d isc uss?  22 

Wh ich  pa r t  can ' t  you?  Which  par t  w i l l  you?   23 

Wh ich  pa r t  won ' t  you?  24 

 MR.  MARIN:   There  were  t rans fe rs  tha t  25 
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were  made in  the  Sec t ion  8  hous ing  tha t  re la ted  2 

to  sa la r ies .   That 's  p rec i se l y  wha t  happene d .   3 

The background o f  tha t  i s  someth ing  tha t  th e re  4 

a re  res t ra in t s  on ,  wha t  can be  sa id  and wha t  5 

can ' t  be  sa id .  6 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Do  we want  to  -  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    There  can ' t  be  - -  8 

I 'm so r ry .  9 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Do  we want  to  go  10 

i n to  execu t i ve  sess ion?  I s  t here  a  mo t ion  to  go  11 

to  execu t i ve  sess ion?  12 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    I  move i t .  13 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  15 

Muscare l la ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Gonsa lve s .  16 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  go ing  in to  execu t i ve  17 

sess ion  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  18 

 (Aye . )  19 

 (Whereupon ,  the  F inance Commi t tee  20 

recessed  a t  3 :30  p .m. )  21 

 (Whereupon ,  the  F inance Commi t tee  22 

reconvened  a t  3 :48  p .m. )  23 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    We ' re  coming  ou t  o f  24 

execut ive  sess ion .   Do  we have  any  more  25 
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ques t ions?   Do we have  any  more  ques t ions  o n  I tem 2 

350-2012?  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yes ,  s i r .  4 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  5 

Denenberg .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you.  7 

 On  the  hous ing  sa la ry  t rans fe r ,  w i thou t  8 

speak ing  o f  t he  na tu re  o f  the  t rans fer  i t se l f ,  9 

the  backup  says  the  ma jo r i t y  o f  fund ing  to  cover  10 

the  shor t fa l l  i s  coming f rom the  m isce l l ane ous  11 

cont ingency  budget .   Wha t  i s  t he  m isce l l ane ous  12 

cont ingency  budget?  13 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Er ic  Naugh ton ,  Budge t  14 

D i rec tor .   That ' s  money tha t  t he  county  w i l l  15 

t rad i t iona l l y  budget  fo r  emergenc ies  fo r  16 

cont ingenc ies .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I s  t ha t  ou r  18 

rese rves?  19 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No ,  i t ' s  no t  a  reserve  20 

because i t ' s  pa r t  o f  t he  opera t i ng  budge t .   I t ' s  21 

an  i tem tha t  we  ac tua l l y  i nc lude  in  the  bud get .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  how much was 23 

ou r  misce l laneous cont ingency  budget  a t  the  24 

beg inn ing  o f  the  yea r?  25 
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 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Fo r  2011 ,  le t  me  f ind  ou t  2 

fo r  you.   I  have  to  ge t  back  to  you on  tha t  3 

number .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You don ' t  know 5 

what  - -  i s  t he re  any th ing  in  12  fo r  the  6 

m isce l laneous  cont ingency  budget?  7 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Yes ,  t he re  i s .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    How much  i s  i t  9 

fo r  12?  10 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    We have rough ly  abou t  $25 11 

m i l l ion  in  2012 .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Twen ty - f i ve  13 

m i l l ion  in  m isce l l aneous  con t ingency  budget  in  14 

2012?  15 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Yes .    16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And tha t ' s  j us t  17 

to  cover  any  sho r t fa l l s  tha t  m igh t  come up?  18 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And 11 ,  you don ' t  20 

know i f  i t  was  25  or  more  or  how much we 've  used  21 

so  fa r?  22 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  don ' t  know the  exac t  23 

number  i n  11 .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So what  25 
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I ' d  l i ke  to  know i s  how much  the  m isce l l ane ous  2 

cont ingency  budget  was  in  11  and  how much o f  i t  3 

was used  o r  w i l l  be  used  by  the  end o f  June .  4 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Wi l l  do  tha t  f o r  you .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Does Mr .  6 

Cha lmers  - -  Mr .  Cha lmers ,  do  you  have those  7 

numbers?  8 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    No ,  I  do  no t .   I  can  ge t  9 

those fo r  you .   10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You heard  what  I  11 

sa id ,  r i gh t  Mr .  Cha lmers?  12 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Yes .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   I  was  14 

ca l l ing  you up  on ly  i f  you  knew the  answer .   I  15 

d idn ' t  wan t  to  pu t  you  on  the  spot .  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Mr .  Cha lmers ,  any  17 

repo r t  t ha t  you  issue to  the  m inor i t y  you ' r e  18 

go ing  to  i ssue to  the  ma jo r i t y ,  co r rec t?  19 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Abso lu te ly .  20 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Mr .  Naughton ,  21 

be fo re  Mr .  Cha lmers  s teps  up ,  th is  emergenc y  22 

cont ingency  fund ,  budgeted  funds ,  th is  i s  23 

someth ing  tha t ' s  new.    24 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No .   The  coun ty  has  done  25 
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th is  p re t t y  much  mos t  o f  t he  yea rs  tha t  I ' v e  2 

worked  here  p r io r .   The prev ious  admin is t ra t ion  3 

had mon ies  s i t t i ng  i n  cont ingency ,  usua l ly  a round 4 

$10 mi l l ion .   So  i t ' s  no t  unusua l .  5 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Okay .   Thanks .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can I  jus t  7 

ask  a  ques t ion?  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  d idn ' t  f in ish .   9 

I f  I  cou ld .  10 

 There  are  two  o the r  t rans fers  tha t  I  11 

wanted  to  ask .   The co r rec t i ona l  cen te r  con t rac t ,  12 

8 .7  mi l l ion  i s  be ing  t rans fe r red  i n to  cont r ac t  13 

expenses  f rom ou r  misce l laneous cont ingency  14 

budget  fo r  t he  cor rec t iona l  center ,  and tha t ' s  15 

fo r  the  inmate  hea l th  ca re .  16 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  i s  re la ted  to  17 

expenses  tha t  we  had  fo r  t he  Nassau Hea l th  Care  18 

Corpora t ion .   Each  yea r  there  is  a  t rue  up  o f  the  19 

ac tua l  expenses .   I t  came ou t  to  be  more  th an was 20 

ac tua l l y  assumed  in  the  budge t .   The  budget  was 21 

contempla ted  on  sav ings  f rom swi tch ing  to  a  22 

p r iva te  hea l th  care .   That  occur red  la te r  t han  23 

the  coun ty  had o r ig ina l l y  p lanned,  so  we  had  to  24 

s t i ck  w i th  NHCC longer  than we  expec ted .   D ue to  25 
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tha t ,  we  incu r red  grea te r  expenses .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    How much  expenses 3 

d id  we  budge t  and how much  was  the  expenses  4 

ac tua l l y?   Obv ious ly ,  i t  was  8 .7  m i l l i on  mo re  5 

than  wha t  was  budgeted .   But  I 'm  t ry ing  to  l ook  6 

and see what  we  budgeted  fo r  i nmate  med ica l  ca re .  7 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    The 2011  budge t  was 8 

rough ly  17  m i l l i on ;  the  ac tua l  expenses was  25  9 

m i l l ion .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And a t  wha t  po in t  11 

d id  we  t rans fer  to  the  new con t rac to r?  12 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  be l i eve  tha t  was  in  13 

ea r l y  June  2011 .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And how much  d id  15 

we  pay  to  the  new cont rac tor?  16 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  don ' t  have  tha t  number  17 

o f fhand.   My  unders tand ing ,  we  a re  ach iev in g  the  18 

sav ings  tha t  we  an t i c ipa ted .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I ' d  l i ke  to  know 20 

how much  we pa id  to  the  new cont rac tor .   I  t h ink  21 

the  number  you sa id  was 17  po in t -someth ing-22 

m i l l ion  was budgeted .  23 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Cor rec t?  25 
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 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  tha t  wou ld  3 

have  inc luded  whatever  wen t  to  Nassau Hea l t h  Care  4 

and whatever  wen t  to  the  new con t rac to r ,  co r rec t?  5 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No .   Unfor tuna te ly ,  the  6 

way the  budge t  was  deve loped  i t  had assumed  tha t  7 

we  weren ' t  go ing  to  need  NHCC fo r  as  l ong a s  was  8 

needed ,  and because o f  t ha t  t ha t  i s  why we w ere  9 

over  budge t .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  the  17  mi l l ion  11 

tha t  was  budgeted was a l l  fo r  the  pr iva te  12 

opera tor?  13 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .   And  o the r  14 

re la ted  hosp i ta l  expenses.  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:     So  the  pr iva te  16 

opera tor ,  we  budge ted 17  m i l l i on ,  and we  on ly  17 

used  the  p r i va te  opera to r  f rom June.  18 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  guess  ce r ta in l y  20 

fo r  the  mino r i t y ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  know how much  went  21 

to  the  p r i va te  opera to r  in  2011 and how muc h  wen t  22 

to  Nassau Hea l th  Care  to  make  up  wha t  shou l d  be  23 

abou t  $26 mi l l i on ,  i f  I 'm do ing  my  math  24 

co r rec t l y .  25 
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 MR.  NAUGHTON:    We ' l l  have  th a t  2 

i n fo rmat ion  to  you  - -  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I s  my  math  r igh t?   4 

A  to ta l  o f  $26 m i l l i on  - -  5 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Rough ly ,  abou t  25 .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    as  opposed  to  the  7 

$18 mi l l ion  tha t  was  budge ted .  8 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  i s  co r rec t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   I 'm  sor ry .   10 

Seventeen mi l l i on  budgeted ,  a lmost  n ine  mi l l ion  11 

over  wou ld  be  26  m i l l i on .  12 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    E igh t  and change ,  13 

co r rec t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .  15 

 Now,  the  l as t  t rans fer  t ha t  I  want  to  ask  16 

abou t ,  $1 .6  m i l l ion  is  be ing  t rans fe r red  f ro m a  17 

su rp lus  in  sewer  and  s to rm wa ter  d is t r i c t  t o  18 

i n te r - fund  charges .   Why  a re  we do ing  tha t  19 

t rans fer?  20 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  money  i s  re la ted  to  21 

the  debt  serv ice  re la ted  to  the  sewer  d i s t r i c t .   22 

The coun ty ,  when  i t  c ra f ts  the  budge t ,  somet imes  23 

the  es t ima tes  fo r  how much  i s  necessary  fo r  debt  24 

se rv ice  go ing  ou t  i s ,  somet imes i t ' s  more ,  25 
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somet imes i t ' s  l ess .   In  th i s  case  the re  wa s  2 

i nsu f f i c ien t  funds  a l l oca ted  fo r  deb t  se rv i ce .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And tha t ' s  i n  the  4 

sewer  d i s t r i c t  o r  the  sewer  au thor i t y?  5 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    SSW.  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  why  I 'm  7 

confused .   I t ' s  sewer  and s to rm wa te r  - -  the re 's  8 

a  d i s t r i c t  and an  au thor i t y .  9 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  wh ich  one  i s  11 

i t ?  12 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Th is  wou ld  be  the  13 

d i s t r i c t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Thank  you .  15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  o the r  16 

ques t ions?  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can I  jus t  18 

ask  one qu ick  ques t ion?  19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Su re .   Leg is la to r  20 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thank you.  22 

 The pa r t  o f  t h i s  tha t  I  don ' t  unders tand  23 

i s ,  i f  I  hea rd  you  cor rec t ly ,  we  don ' t  know  how 24 

much  i s  in  the  m isce l l aneous  con t ingency  bu dge t  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  73 Rules Committee – 6 - 4- 12 

fo r  11  r igh t  now.  2 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  don ’ t .   Bu t  we  w i l l  3 

have  tha t  answer  fo r  you  e i the r  be fo re  toda y 's  4 

over  o r  be fo re  you  vo te  on  th i s  in  two  week s .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Because 6 

you ' re  ask ing  us  to  t rans fer ,  and I  d id  the  ma th  7 

rea l  qu i ck ly ,  somewhere  around  $15  m i l l i on  f rom 8 

there  to  these var ious  p laces .   Do  we know i f  we  9 

a re  anywhere  c lose  to  tha t?  10 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Yes .   What  happens  each 11 

year  i s  the  con t ro l l e r ' s  o f f i ce  does  essent ia l l y  12 

a  sweep o f  where  the  county  has  su rp lus  fun ds  and 13 

cove rs  the  de f i c i t ,  so  they  ac tua l l y  ver i f y  tha t  14 

these funds  ex i s t  be fo re  th i s  i s  pu t  t ogeth e r .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Even  though 16 

we  don ' t  know what  the  ba lance  i s  r i gh t  now ,  17 

you ' re  gua ran tee ing  tha t  we have  tha t  much money  18 

ava i lab le  to  do  these t rans fe rs?  19 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  wou ld  be  accu ra te .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Okay .   I  21 

had one o the r  qu ick  ques t ion .    22 

 W i th  these  t rans fe rs  on  be ing  - -  l e t ' s  23 

say  they  were  a l l  passed  and  a l l  done - -  whe re  24 

does  tha t  leave  us  w i th  the  11  budge t?   Is  i t  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  74 Rules Committee – 6 - 4- 12 

p re t ty  much - -  a re  we in  a  de f ic i t ,  s t i l l  i n  t he  2 

su rp lus ,  o r  where  are  we  w i th  tha t?  3 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Depend ing  on  wha t  happens 4 

w i th  tax  cer t  bo r row ing ,  we w i l l  e i t he r  hav e  a  5 

smal l  de f i c i t  o r  a  de f ic i t  o f  up  to  abou t  $ 50 6 

m i l l ion .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Abou t  how 8 

many?  How much?  9 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    F i f t y  mi l l ion .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    F i f t y  11 

m i l l ion .  12 

 O the r  than  the  tax  cer ts ,  i s  t he re  13 

any th ing  e lse  tha t  wou ld  account  fo r  t ha t  14 

de f i c i t?  15 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  th ink  there ' s  some 16 

o the r  smal l  i tems.   I  don ' t  know i f  Mr .  Mor oney 17 

i s  aware  o f  t hem.   I n  my  conversa t ions  w i th  the  18 

cont ro l l e r ' s  o f f i ce ,  t he  tax  cer ts ,  i t ' s  ro ugh ly  19 

43  m i l l i on  and then they  fee l  there  cou ld  b e  some 20 

o the r  ad jus tmen ts  to  go  up  to  abou t  the  50  21 

m i l l ion  number .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  ano ther  23 

$7  m i l l i on  tha t  i s  ou ts tand ing  o r  i s  i t  mon ey 24 

we ' re  expec t ing  to  ge t?  25 
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 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No ,  ou ts tand ing .   Each  2 

year ,  pos t  February ,  t he  aud i to rs  w i l l  go  t h rough 3 

and they  w i l l  l ook  a t  d i f f e ren t  i t ems and 4 

de te rm ine d i f fe ren t  ad jus tmen ts .   F rom what  I ' ve  5 

been  in fo rmed ,  th i s  year  the  ad jus tmen ts  co u ld  be  6 

i n  the  range  o f  abou t  $7  m i l l i on .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Seven 8 

m i l l ion .   Jus t ,  l i ke ,  go ing  fo rward ,  I  wou l d  9 

rea l l y  app rec ia te  see ing  wha t  i s  i n  each  ba lance ,  10 

what 's  i n  each account  be fore  you ask  us  to  11 

t rans fer  any th ing .   I  fee l  l i ke  we ' re  be ing  12 

i r respons ib le  by  t rans fe r r ing  money i f  we d on ’ t  13 

even  know how much  money  we have  in  what  ac count .  14 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  th ink  tha t ' s  a  15 

reasonab le  request .  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  17 

Denenberg .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  Cha lmers ,  19 

were  you  ab le  to  ge t  t he  f igu re  on  the  20 

m isce l laneous  cont ingency  bud get ,  how much i t  was  21 

i n  11  and how much  i t ' s  p ro jec ted  in  12?  22 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I t  was  budge ted a t  $13 .1  23 

m i l l ion .   I  guess  w i th  a l l  t hose  en t r i es  - -  I ' l l  24 

have  to  go  th rough  a l l  t he  en t r i es  and  add them 25 
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up .   I  don ’ t  have tha t  w i th  me  r igh t  now.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So ,  Mr .  Cha lmers ,  3 

when  you  say  i t  was  budgeted  13 .1  mi l l ion ,  i s  4 

tha t  f o r  2011? 5 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    2011 ,  yes .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Th is  i s  7 

a lmost  $17  m i l l i on .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  th i s  i s  more  9 

than  wha t  we  wou ld  have in  the  m isce l l aneous  10 

cont ingency  budget .  11 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I ' d  have  to  go  back  and 12 

add i t .  13 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Mr .  Cha lmers ,  why 14 

don ' t  we  le t  MR.  Cha lmers  take  a  good look  a t  15 

th is  and  i ssue a  repor t  to  the  l eg is la to rs?  16 

 MR.  CHALMERS:   I  be t te r  do  tha t ,  yes ,  17 

j us t  t o  make  su re  I  have  i t  co r rec t .  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  o the r  19 

ques t ions?  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wh i le  Mr .  21 

Cha lmers  was  up  there .   Mr .  Cha lmers ,  d id  y ou 22 

have  any  o the r  comments  on  any  o f  these 23 

t rans fers?   Our  concern  is  t ha t  i t ' s  a l l  ad d ing  24 

up  to  more  than  the  misce l laneous cont ingen cy  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  77 Rules Committee – 6 - 4- 12 

budget .  Fo r  example ,  w i th  the  sewer  and s to rm 2 

wa te r ,  I  can ' t  t e l l  i f  t ha t ' s  the  au thor i ty  o r  3 

the  d i s t r i c t .  4 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I t  was  j us t  sa id  5 

abou t  s i x  t imes ,  bu t  t ha t ' s  a nothe r  s to ry .   Mr .  6 

Cha lmers ,  you  can answer  the  ques t ion  or  yo u  can  7 

take  the  t ime  be tween the  leg i s la t i ve  meet i ng  and 8 

p rov ide  a  tho rough  ana lys i s  o r  you  can  do  b o th ,  9 

whatever 's  your  p re ference .  10 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    We have asked  - -  we ' re  11 

s t i l l  wa i t ing  fo r  in fo rmat ion  on  some o f  th e  12 

en t r ies .   So  we 'd  ra ther  wa i t  and have  a  fu l l  13 

repo r t  by  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .  15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Okay .   Thank  you .  16 

 Any  o the r  ques t i ons?  17 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I f  I  cou ld  jus t  add  to  Mr .  18 

Naughton 's  s ta tement .   We ide n t i f y  i n  the  bu dget  19 

where  the  - -  we  be ing  the  com pt ro l le r ' s  o f f i ce  - -  20 

where  the  money  is  l oca ted ,  where  there  is  excess  21 

fund ing .   I  don ’ t  know wha t  the  amounts  a re  and 22 

I 'm no t  go ing  to  rep resent  wha t  the  amounts  a re .   23 

Bu t  I  can  ind i ca te  to  you tha t  he  shee ts  tha t  we  24 

sent  ove r  to  OMB for  wh ich  they  bu i l d  the i r  25 
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reques ts  on  a re  accu ra te ly  showing  tha t  the re  are  2 

funds  in  the  l i nes  tha t  they ' re  be ing  remov ed 3 

f rom.  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    There ' s  5 

on ly  one  tha t  i s  coming f rom ano ther  l ine ,  t he  6 

PDH.   Bu t  mos t  o f  them a re  coming f rom the  7 

m isce l laneous  cont ingency  budget .   And  i f  w e  8 

don ' t  know what  the  ba lance i s ,  the  las t  th ing  we 9 

want  to  do  i s  say  we ' re  go ing  to  t rans fe r  t h is  10 

money and no t  have  the  money  the re  and  then  run  11 

i n to ,  l i ke ,  bounc ing  checks ,  a lmos t .  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:   I  unders tand  tha t .   I 'm on  13 

your  s ide  on  tha t  one.  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Okay .   Thank  you ,  15 

Mr .  Moroney.  16 

 Any  fu r the r  ques t i ons?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  mov ing  th i s  i t em 21 

a long to  Ru les  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Those opposed? 24 

 (Nay . )  25 
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 I t  passes  by  a  vo te  o f  f ou r  to  th ree .  2 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  3 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  June  4 ,  2012 ,  Ru les  Com mi t tee  4 

meet ing  minu tes . )  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  o the r  deba te  o r  6 

d i scuss ion?  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Yes .   We ' re  8 

ac tua l l y  reques t ing  to  go  in to  execu t i ve  se ss ion .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I s  t h i s  to  cover  the  10 

same a reas  tha t  were  covered  in  the  execut i ve  11 

sess ion  in  F inance?  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Yes .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm go ing  to  14 

recommend tha t  we no t  go  i n to  execut ive  ses s ion .  15 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Cha i rman,  were  you 16 

p r ivy  to  the  execu t i ve  sess ion  tha t  jus t  to ok  17 

p lace?  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No .  19 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  ye t  you  choose no t  20 

to  - -  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    My  counse l  was .   And  22 

i f  i t ' s  necessa ry  to  go  in to  execu t i ve  sess ion  as  23 

the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  so  tha t  t he  l eg is la to r s  who  24 

a re  no t  he re  today  can  hear  what 's  go ing  on ,  25 
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tha t ' s  t he  appropr ia te  t ime to  do  i t .   To  s i t  2 

he re  and  go  ove r  the  same th i ng  aga in  is  jus t  a  3 

waste  o f  t ime .  4 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Cha i rman,  do  you 5 

no rmal ly  pu t  you r  hands over  you r  ea rs ,  you r  6 

eyes ,  o r  you r  mouth  when  i t  comes to  see  no  ev i l ,  7 

hear  no  ev i l .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Pe rhaps a round  you r  9 

neck .  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    F rom what  I 'm  hear ing  11 

- -  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  o the r  deba te  o r  13 

d i scuss ion  on  th is  i tem?   14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 I s  t he re  any  o ther  debate  or  d iscuss ion  16 

on  th i s  i t em? 17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  make a  mo t ion  to  go  18 

i n to  execu t i ve  sess ion .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mo t ion 's  been made  to  20 

go  i n to  execu t i ve  sess ion .  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Second .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mo t ion  made to  go  23 

i n to  execu t i ve  sess ion  has  been made  and  24 

seconded .  25 
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 A l l  those in  favor  o f  go ing  i n to  2 

execut ive  sess ions  p lease say  aye.  3 

 (Aye . )  4 

 A l l  opposed?  5 

 (Nay . )  6 

 Mo t ion  fa i l s .  7 

 Now,  on  the  ques t ion .   A l l  t hose  in  favo r  8 

p lease  say  aye.  9 

 (Aye . )  10 

 Any  opposed?  11 

 (Nay . )  12 

 Le t  the  i t em show tha t  - -  le t  the  reco rd  13 

show tha t  the  i t em - -  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Mr .  Schmi t t ,  so  - -  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t  me  f i n ish  my  16 

sentence  be fo re  you in te r rup t .  17 

 Le t  the  reco rd  show tha t  t he  i tem ca r r ies  18 

four  to  th ree  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I t ' s  on  the  i tem,  20 

Mr .  Schmi t t .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    four  vo tes  o f  the  22 

ma jo r i t y  i n  favo r  and th ree  vo tes  o f  t he  min or i t y  23 

aga ins t .  24 

 There  is  no  i tem.   The  i tem has  been  25 
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d i spatched .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    No,  no ,  no .   Mr .  3 

Schmi t t ,  my po in t  o f  c la r i f i c a t i on  i s  then t ha t  4 

you have  no  p rob lem wi th  m ino r i t y  counse l  5 

counse l i ng  those  members  tha t  were  no t  a  pa r t  o f  6 

the  execut ive  sess ion?  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No .   Wha t  I  sa id  to  8 

you - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I 'm  ask ing  you do  10 

you have  a  p rob lem w i th  tha t?   Because  myse l f ,  11 

Judy  Jacobs,  and  Wayne  Wink  were  no t  b r i e fe d .   12 

Our  counse l  was  br ie fed .   Wou ld  you have  a  13 

p rob lem wi th  ou r  counse l  b r i e f ing  us?  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  wou ld  th ink  tha t ' s  15 

the  counse l ' s  j ob .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Techn ica l l y ,  he  17 

was a  pa r t  o f  execut ive  sess ion  tha t  I  was  no t  a  18 

pa r t  o f .  19 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Execu t i ve  sess ion 's  a  20 

funny  th ing .  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Execu t i ve  sess ion  22 

i s  a  p r i va te  ma t te r  tha t  you  have to  be  a  p a r t  o f  23 

- -  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    S ince  you r  counse l  25 
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made  a l l  k inds  o f  typewr i t ten  no tes ,  I 'm  su re  2 

she ' l l  be  in  a  pos i t ion  to  adv ise  you.  3 

 Okay .   I tem Number  351  i s  a  reso lu t i on  - -  4 

I 'm so r ry  - -  352 ,  353,  and  35 4  a re  i tems ,  5 

reso lu t i ons  au thor iz ing  the  assessor  to  exe mpt  6 

rea l  p roper t y  taxa t i on  - -  th i s  i s  to  f i x  7 

e r roneous assessments ,  i n  Eng l ish .  8 

 353 is  to  f i x  e r roneous assessments .   354 9 

i s  t o  f i x  e r roneous assessmen ts .  10 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 11 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  12 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  14 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  15 

 P lease  make the  F inance pa r t  o f  th is  as  16 

we l l .  17 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  m inutes  18 

o f  t he  June 4 ,  2012,  F inance Commi t tee  meet i ng  19 

pe r ta in ing  to  C lerk  I t ems 352 ,  353 ,  and 354-20 

2012 . )  21 

 I t ems 352,  353,  354-2012 .   352  and  353  22 

a re  reso lu t i ons  to  au tho r i ze  the  assesso r  o f  23 

Nassau  County ,  t he  County  Treasure r ,  and /or  24 

rece iver  o r  t axes  o f  t he  Towns  o f  Hempstead  and 25 
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Oyster  Bay ,  t o  par t i a l l y  exempt  f rom rea l  2 

p roper ty  taxa t i on  ce r ta in  rea l  p roper t ies  l oca ted  3 

i n  var ious  schoo l  d i s t r i c t s .  4 

 354 is  a  reso lu t ion  to  au thor i ze  the  5 

assessor  o f  Nassau  County  and /or  the  county  6 

t reasu re r  and /o r  the  rece ive r  o f  t axes  o f  t he  7 

C i ty  o f  G len  Cove to  g ran t  a  par t i a l  aba tem ent  8 

f rom rea l  p roper ty  taxa t ion  fo r  schoo l  and/ o r  9 

mun ic ipa l  tax  pu rposes  cer ta in  rea l  p roper t i es  10 

s i tua ted  i n  var ious  schoo l  d i s t r i c ts  assess ed to  11 

des ignated  owners  appear ing  on  the  assessme n t  12 

ro l l s  fo r  the  spec i f ied  schoo l  and /o r  count y  13 

years .  14 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    So moved.  15 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  17 

Muscare l la ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Gonsa lve s .  18 

 Any  d i scuss ion?  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  have  a  20 

ques t ion .   So r ry .  21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Do  we have  anyone 22 

f rom the  admin i s t ra t ion  to  ta l k  abou t  I t ems  352,  23 

353,  and  354?   Mr .  Ces t ra  i s  mak ing  is  way up ,  24 

bu t  I  th ink  he  has  to  t i e  h is  t i e  f i rs t .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We don ' t  care .  2 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    We don ' t  care .   You 3 

can come w i thou t  t he  t ie .  4 

 MR.  CESTRA:   Je f f  Ces t ra ,  Assessment  5 

Un i t .   Quest ion?  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  N ico le l l o ,  7 

may I  ask?  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  9 

Denenberg .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Most  o f  these are  11 

co r rec t i ng  a  bas ic  STAR tha t  was  e r roneous l y  no t  12 

approved .   I f  t he  ro l l  has  a l ready  been f in a l i zed  13 

and now we ' re  co r rec t i ng  a  bas ic  STAR er ron eous ly  14 

no t  approved ,  where  w i l l  t he  money  end  up  co ming  15 

f rom? 16 

 MR.  CESTRA:    What  bas ica l l y  happens  i s  17 

once  you  approve  these  pe t i t i ons ,  i t ' s  go in g  to  18 

go  to  the  t reasu re r ' s  o f f i ce  and  the  t reasu rer  i s  19 

go ing  to  i ssue the  re fund.  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  know tha t  in  my 21 

a reas ,  on  ave rage,  bas ic  STAR migh t  be  on  av erage 22 

$1 ,000  a  home.   I f  a  bas ic  STAR wasn ' t  appr oved,  23 

the  t reasu re r  now is  go ing  to  i ssue a  re fun d  fo r  24 

someth ing  tha t  was  s ta te ,  schoo l  t ax  assess men t  25 
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re l i e f ,  so  the  county ' s  go ing  to  have to  pa y  fo r  2 

someth ing  tha t  o therw ise  wou ld  have been  pa i d  fo r  3 

by  the  s ta te  o r  e f fec t ive l y  been  pa id  fo r  b y  4 

everyone  in  the  d i s t r i c t?  5 

 MR.  CESTRA:   The  schoo l ,  cor rec t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  why  a re  we 7 

pay ing  fo r  a  bas ic  STAR er roneous ly  no t  app roved?  8 

I sn ' t  i t  t he  s ta te  tha t  approves  the  bas ic  STAR 9 

to  beg in  w i th?  10 

 MR.  CESTRA:    I t ' s  a  s ta te -ba sed  p rogram,  11 

the  STAR.  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Cor rec t .  13 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Bas ica l l y ,  how i t  wo rks  - -  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  schoo l  tax  15 

re l i e f .  16 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Bas ica l l y ,  how i t  wo rks  is  17 

schoo l  t ax  re l i e f ,  okay .   So ,  there fore ,  in  o the r  18 

words ,  t he  s ta te  i sn ' t  go ing  to  necessar i l y  19 

re imburse  the  coun ty  fo r  t he  re fund.  20 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    So  i t  has  to  come 21 

ou t  o f  bond ing  o r  opera t ing  expenses ,  r i gh t ?  22 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Cor rec t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   I f  STAR 24 

comes in ,  s ta te  schoo l  t ax  re l ie f ,  i f  i t ' s  25 
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approved  on t ime  - -  2 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Okay .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    the  s ta te  pays  4 

the  money,  t he  county  doesn ' t .  5 

 MR.  CESTRA:    The s ta te  w i l l ,  in  o ther  6 

words ,  g ive  the  coun ty  money .   Okay.   Bu t  - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  now i f  i t ' s  8 

e r roneous ly  no t  approved  and  we ' re  app rov in g  i t  9 

a f te r  the  fac t ,  a f te r  the  assessment  ro l l  h as  10 

been  f ina l i zed ,  the  coun ty 's  go ing  to  have to  pay  11 

fo r  th is  ou t  o f  i t s  pocket?  12 

 MR.  CESTRA:    The s ta te  w i l l  g ive  the  13 

coun ty  some money due to  the  STAR re l i e f ,  14 

e tce te ra .   Okay .   Wi th  tha t ,  i n  o the r  words ,  15 

once ,  in  o the r  words ,  i t ' s  f i na l i zed ,  i t ' s  go ing  16 

to  go  to  the  t reasurer  and  the  t reasurer 's  go ing  17 

to  i ssue  the  re fund.   Bu t  you  have  to  remem ber  18 

tha t  t he  s ta te  i s  g i v ing  the  county  X  amoun t  o f  19 

money,  okay ,  because  i t ' s  a  s ta te  funded  pr ogram.  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  my  ques t ion ,  21 

j us t  t o  go  back  - -  22 

 MR.  CESTRA:    I f  a l l  t he  bas i c  and  23 

enhanced  STARs a re  p rocessed  in  a  t ime ly  ma nner ,  24 

approved  in  a  t ime ly  manner ,  I  am ce r ta in ,  a nd  I  25 
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have  seen i t ,  t ha t  t he  s ta te  pays  fo r  those  2 

p rog rams .   They ' re  s ta te  schoo l  tax  re l i e f  3 

p rog rams .  4 

 I f ,  fo r  some reason,  a  bas ic  STAR 5 

app l ica t ion  o r  f o r  peop le  64  and  ove r  w i th  i ncome 6 

under  abou t  $80 ,000 now,  ge t  enhanced STAR.   I f  7 

i t ' s  no t  app roved on  t ime,  does  tha t  mean t ha t  8 

the  coun ty  i s  now go ing  to  have to  pay  the  re l ie f  9 

i ns tead o f  t he  s ta te?  10 

 MR.  CESTRA:   Yes .  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I  th ink  tha t ' s  12 

co r rec t .   I f  i t ' s  done  p roper l y  and in  t ime ,  the  13 

s ta te  re imburses  the  money .   But  t he re  i s  n o  way  14 

to  go  back  i f  i t ' s  i ncor rec t l y  assessed,  to  go  15 

back  then to  the  s ta te  and  say  we made  a  mi s take ,  16 

g i ve  us  add i t iona l  money .   I  t h ink  then we ' re  on  17 

the  hook  fo r  i t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    My  p rob lem i s  19 

then  how cou ld  we - -  I ' l l  have  to  look .   Ma ybe  20 

th is  has  been go ing  on  fo r  15  years  o r  no t .  21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I 'm su re  i t  has .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    How cou ld  we  23 

poss ib ly  make  a  mis take  on  bas ic  STAR or  en hanced 24 

STAR?  E i the r  you app l ied  fo r  i t  on  t ime  an d  you  25 
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qua l i f y  - -  f o r  bas ic  STAR eve ryone  qua l i f ies  as  2 

l ong  as  you ' re  a  homeowner  he re  in  Nassau C oun ty ,  3 

and enhanced  STAR,  rea l l y  the  s ta te  i s  t he  one  4 

who ru les  whe the r  your  i ncome is  i n  there  o r  no t .   5 

Why are  we  mak ing  a  mis take  and why are  we pay ing  6 

fo r  i t ?   I  don ' t  see  how i t  cou ld  be  made,  r igh t?  7 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    You ' re  ask ing  a  8 

ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  ques t ion .   How can a  mis take  9 

happen?  M is takes  happen .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  bas i c  STAR,  11 

you know,  Dave Denenberg ,  2340  McCord  Avenu e ,  12 

Mer r ick ,  you ' re  the  homeowner ,  you ' re  en t i t l ed  to  13 

bas i c  STAR.   Enhanced STAR,  you know,  you h ave  to  14 

be  o lder  -  V ince  Muscare l l a .  15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    We have  two 16 

ind i v idua ls  a t  t he  m ic .   Ms.  Locur to  has  jo ined 17 

Mr .  Cest ra .   Can  you  g ive  us  an  example  o f  a  18 

m is take  made  in  the  STAR p rog ram in  wh ich  t he  19 

coun ty  then has  to  - -  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Recen t l y ,  i n  the  pas t  yea r  21 

there  was bas ic  STAR which  eve ryone in  the  s ta te  22 

was en t i t l ed  to ,  enhanced STAR i s  i f  you  me t  a  23 

ce r ta in  income th resho ld .   The  s ta te  j us t  24 

recent ly  passed  a  new imp lemen ta t i on  o f  law  wh ich  25 
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says  bas ic  STAR has  an  income cap,  so  ce r ta in  2 

i nd i v idua ls ,  ove r  500,000,  don ' t  qua l i f y  fo r  t he  3 

bas i c  STAR.  4 

 I t  was  a  re la t i ve l y  new prog ram.   I t  came 5 

i n  the  m idd le  o f  our  tax ing  cyc le ,  un l i ke  t he  6 

res t  o f  the  s ta te  because we  don ' t  f o l low t he  7 

same tax ing  cyc le  as  the  res t  o f  t he  s ta te .   The  8 

s ta te  then  asked  us ,  because  we now have  to  9 

imp lemen t  an  income cap,  check  the  i ncome c ap.   10 

Some o f  these  cases  tha t  m igh t  be  the  reaso n  why .   11 

In i t ia l l y  they  may  have qua l i f ied  under  the  o ld  12 

bas i c  STAR,  bu t  because o f  t he  i ncome cap i t  was  13 

unce r ta in  whethe r  o r  no t  t hey  s t i l l  qua l i f i e d  14 

under  the  income cap .   The re  were  hear ings  to  15 

de te rm ine whe the r  o r  no t .   I f  they  were  16 

success fu l  and we d idn ' t  g ive  them the  fu l l  17 

amount  o f  the  cap o f  t he  bas i c  because  o f  t he  18 

i ncome cap ,  tha t  cou ld  be  the  reason  why .   You  19 

may,  i n  th is  ins tance,  where  i n  the  pas t  yo u  may  20 

no t  have  seen  these be fo re .  21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    A f te r  a l l  i s  sa id  22 

i n  done,  i s  t he re  a  mechan ism in  wh ich  we c an go  23 

back  to  the  s ta te?  24 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    No,  you  can ' t .   Tha t ' s  why 25 
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we  have to  make  up  the  d i f fe r ence.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The ques t ion  i s  3 

how much  i s  each  o f  these i t ems then?  I  do n ’ t  4 

see an  amoun t .  5 

 MR.  CESTRA:    There  w i l l  be  no  amoun t .   6 

I f  you  wan t  us  to  ca lcu la te  each  one  and  te l l  us ,  7 

i n  o ther  words  - -  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We ' re  pass ing  a  9 

reso lu t i on .   We shou ld  know how much  i t ' s  g o ing  10 

to  cos t  us ,  r igh t?  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    We have  thousands 12 

o f  t hese  reso lu t ions  and  a l l  o f  a  sudden  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We never  passed a  14 

thousand  reso lu t ions  f i x ing  bas i c  STAR and 15 

enhanced  STAR.  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    We pass  reso lu t i ons  17 

co r rec t i ng  assessmen ts  a t  eve ry  meet ing .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And we  know how 19 

much  money  i t  i s .   Wha t  a re  you ta lk ing  abo u t?   20 

You can pass  someth ing  - -  you  have  the  vo tes .   21 

You want  to  pass  someth ing  w i thout  knowing how 22 

much  i t  i s  t ha t ' s  f i ne .   You ' re  on  record  p ass ing  23 

i t  w i thout  know ing  how much i t  i s .   Bu t  I  w ant  to  24 

know how much  money i t  i s .    25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  o the r  2 

ques t i ons?   He obv ious ly  doesn ' t  have tha t  3 

answer .   Can  you  p rov ide  tha t  answer  to  us?  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Espec ia l l y  when 5 

you don ' t  even know i f  we have  the  money .  6 

 MR.  CESTRA:   I  can  p rov ide  tha t  answer  to  7 

you,  yes .  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Can you  prov ide  9 

tha t  t o  us  be fo re  the  leg i s la tu re ,  be fore  t he  10 

Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  i n  two weeks?  11 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Yes .   De f in i te l y .  12 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Okay .   Any  o ther  13 

ques t ions?  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  jus t  wan t  15 

to  second tha t .   I  j us t  th ink  be fo re  you  as k  us  16 

to  okay  someth ing  we  have to  know what  the  amoun t  17 

i s .   I t ' s  jus t  i r respons ib le  to  do  i t .  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Thank you,  Mr .  19 

Cest ra .   You ' re  go ing  to  p rov ide  tha t  in fo r mat ion  20 

to  us  w i th in  the  nex t  two weeks .  21 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Yes .  22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  o the r  23 

ques t ions?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 Any  pub l ic  comment?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 A l l  those in  favor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  4 

 (Aye . )  5 

 Those opposed? 6 

 (Nay . )  7 

 Car r ies  by  a  vo te  o f  f ou r  to  th ree .  8 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  9 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  minu tes  o f  t he  June 4 ,  2012,  10 

Ru les  Commi t tee  meet ing . )  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  o the r  deba te  o r  12 

d i scuss ion  on  these i t ems?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  17 

 (Aye . )  18 

 Any  opposed?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 Le t  the  i t em show tha t  i t  ca r r ies  21 

unan imous ly .   22 

 Now we ' re  go ing  to  go  to  355 .   I t ' s  a  23 

reso lu t i on  to  des ignate  a  po r t ion  o f  t he  co unty  24 

road  known as  Dav is  Avenue  be tween  Ra i l  Road  25 
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Avenue  and  Avenue N as  M ichae l  F ischer  Way.  2 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 3 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  6 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  7 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  12 

 (Aye . )  13 

 Any  opposed?  14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .   16 

 We now go to  the  addendum.  17 

 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion  to  suspend  the  ru les .  18 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  21 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  22 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  suspend ing  the  23 

ru les  p lease  say  aye .  24 

 (Aye . )  25 
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 Opposed?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 The ru les  are  suspended.  4 

 Now we ' re  go ing  to  ca l l  I t em 368 ,  wh ich  5 

i s  a  reso lu t i on  au thor iz ing  the  coun ty  exec u t i ve  6 

to  execu te  an  i n te r -mun ic ipa l  ag reemen t  w i t h  the  7 

Seaford  F i re  D is t r i c t  in  re la t ion  to  a  p ro j ec t  t o  8 

p rocure  26  Mo to ro la  MT-100  po r tab le  rad ios .  9 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 10 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Second .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  13 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  14 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.   19 

 (Aye . )  20 

 Any  opposed?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  23 

 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion  to  ad journ .  24 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:     Second.  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  3 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  4 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  ad journ ing  p lease 5 

say  aye.  6 

 (Aye . )  7 

 We s tand  ad journed .  8 

  (Whereupon ,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  ad journed 9 

a t  4 :47  p .m. )  10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 



 
 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  97 

C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  25 th  day  o f  June ,  2012 .  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 


